
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Chillicothe, Ohio 
“The Wardens and Vestrymen of the Parish of St. Paul’s in Chillicothe, Ohio” 

 
YEAR EVENT SIGNIFICANCE SIGNIFICANT 

PERSONAGES 
1817  

(April 
24) 

First Service held Episcopal service held 
at Chillicothe Court 
House (had been the 

State Capitol 
building), performed 
by Rev. Searle of St. 

Peter’s Church, 
Plymouth, CT 

--Rev. Searle (Chair) 
--Richard Douglas 

--Edward King (Secretary) 

1817-
1920 

Infrequent Vestry 
meetings 

  

1820 Vestry decides to 
build church 

 Henry Jack sells Inlot 122  on 
Walnut Street for $300.00 

1821  
(Sept. 
12) 

Church 
consecrated 

1st Episcopal Church 
west of the Allegheny 
Mts. 

Right Reverend Philander 
Chase, DD, 1st Episcopal 
Bishop of Ohio, consecrated 
the Church @ its opening 

1831 St. Paul’s Church 
incorporated by 
special act of Ohio 
legislature 

Official name: “The 
Wardens and 
Vestrymen of the 
Parish of St. Paul’s in 
Chillicothe, OH” 

 

1831-
3 

Walnut St. 
building sold, 

became St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church 

Lot on E. Main Street 
purchased as site for 
new church 

 

1832 New church 
construction 
financed by selling 
subscriptions, 
donations of 

Pews were auctioned 
off to raise 
construction money; 
cost was $50-$86 per 
pew 

James T. Worthington 
donated 10,000 bricks 



money, labor, and 
materials 

1833 Bishop McIlvane 
ordered special 
day of prayer and 
fasting 

Due to cholera 
epidemic 

 

1833 
(Sept. 
5) 

New church 
building on Main 
Street consecrated 

  

1841 Church basement 
loaned to 2nd 
Presbyterian 
Church 

2nd Presbyterian’s 
bldg. @ Paint & 5th 
had been destroyed 
by fire 

 

1841 Artificial gas 
installed for 
lighting 

  

1841 Diocesan 
convention held at 
St. Paul’s, even 
though there was 
no pastor 

  

1842 By-laws for the 
parish were 
adopted 

  

1843 Vestry authorized 
building a Rectory 

Built on lot 
immediately east of 
the church 

 

1844 Plot of ground 
purchased on hill 
west of town for 
church cemetery 

 William Britton, father of the 
Rector, was first (1845) burial 
in what is now Grandview 
Cemetery 

1846 Ladies’ Sewing 
Circle raised funds 
to paint the 

Also earned $ to have 
iron fence built across 
the lot 

 



undercroft of the 
church 

1865 St. Paul’s 
announces that it 
is out of debt 

  

1869 Sewing Circle 
raised money to 
pain walls and 
ceiling in “Good 
Gothic Style” 

  

1872 Frames of windows 
changed to 
mullioned 
windows of stained 
glass, fitted into 
Gothic arches of 
the wall openings 

  

1886 Women of the 
church sought to 
build a chapel. 

Ladies’ Sewing Circle 
(LSC) raised money 
by fairs, suppers, 
comic art galleries, 
festivals, selling the 
Buckeye Cookbook 

 

1889 Chapel completed 
(later called the 
Parish House, now 
part of the Library) 

LSC wished to 
remodel inside of 
Church again. Church 
schoolchildren given 
5 cents to invest; some 
parishioners made 
and sold caramels, 
dusting cloths, lemon 
ice, bookmarks, hand-
painted sachets 

 



1890 Chancel recessed 
on north end of 
church. 

Tiffany window 
installed behind altar, 
two memorial 
windows flanking it 
on either side 

 

1893 St. Andrew’s 
Mission started (E. 
Main & Rose) 

Provided T’giving 
dinner for 100 poor 
children in 1890 
(1894?) 

By 1906, St. Andrew’s was 
absorbed by St. Paul’s due to 
finances 

1900 St. Mark’s Mission 
set up for African-
Americans 

Services first held in 
the Clinton Bldg 
(Water & Walnut 
Sts.) 

Closed by Diocese in mid-
1940s due to poor 
attendance 

1902 Vestry bought 
Smith residence on 
W. 5th St. 

For use as new 
Rectory 

 

1913 Rev. R. Grattan 
Noland, Pastor, 
served on City 
Health Board and 
compiled its code. 

Pastor Noland & St. 
Paul’s active during 
the Great 1913 Flood. 

St. Paul’s Church was first 
building opened to care for 
those suffering from the 
Flood. 

1917 
(April 
22-
24) 

Parish celebrated 
its Centennial 

Henry Holcomb 
Bennett presented a 
history of the first 100 
years of St. Paul’s. 

Bishop Vincent preached 
the morning service; 
Archdeacon Dobson 
conducted Vespers, while 
Bishop Reese preached.  

1917 Camp Sherman 
(immediately 
north of 
Chillicothe) had as 
many as 60,000 
men stationed 
there at end of 
WWI 

Every Saturday 
evening, St. Paul’s 
hosted an open house 
for soldiers with free 
coffee and cake.  Up to 
300 men attended 
some evenings. 

During WWI, crucifers 
started carrying the 
American flag in the 
procession. 



1919 Lighting in the 
church converted 
from gas to electric 

  

1920 St. Paul’s Hall 
constructed 

  

1926 Inter-
denominational 
Church basketball 
League formed 

All games played in 
St. Paul’s Hall 

“…the purpose was to promote 
good fellowship and 
friendship among the 
churches. But at the end 
feelings ran high and for a 
short time the purpose of the 
league was somewhat 
forgotten.” 

1941 Chimes installed 
in the church 
belfry 

  

1944 Kitchen installed; 
Gothic lanterns in 
church installed 

  

1945 Rectory on 5th 
Street sold; 
building @ 
Fairway & Allen 
Ave. purchased as 
new Rectory 

  

1953 Vestry Minutes 
and baptismal 
records from 1817-
present put on 
microfilm; 

Deposited in Ross 
County Historical 
Society; negatives in 
Diocesan vaults in 
Cincinnati 

 

1955 1890-era organ 
rebuilt w/ Wicks 
electrical action 
system, new 

  



console, general 
overhaul 

1958 2nd floor added in 
St. Paul’s to 
accommodate 
growing Church 
School; Library 
configured on 1st 
floor in front of old 
Parish House; 

Secretary’s Office 
placed in passageway 
between the Church, 
hall and renovated 
kitchen 

 

1958 125th anniversary 
of the Church 
building 
celebrated; 

Four memorial 
windows installed 

 

1961-
1965 

Responsibility 
assumed for Trinity 
Mission in 
McArthur, OH; 

McArthur 
congregation 
presented St. Paul’s 
w/brick to build five-
foot screening wall in 
parking lot 

Church Library established 
w/ 800 volumes, furnished 
w/ Churchwomen’s Fund; 

1961-
1965 

During Ministry of 
A. Raymond Betts, 
service projects 
included Boy 
Scouts, Hospital 
Guild, Vacation 
Bible School, and 
Jr HS Tutoring 
program 
(“Operation 
Boost”) 

  

1966 Fr. Raymond Betts 
reassigned to 
another parish 

Rev.  F. Allyn Walker 
installed as Rector-
in-charge 

Rev. Walker directed Choir 
and Junior Choir, 
accompanied on organ 



1967 Rev. Walker 
became 
permanent Rector 

Church was 
reorganized by 
commissions: 
Properties, 
membership, 
Education, Planning 

 

1967 Operation Boost 
tutoring program 
initiated 

 Staffed with student 
volunteers from the 
congregation 

1967 Preschool opens 
for 3- and 4-year-
olds 

Oversight 
responsibility to the 
Education commission 

 

1967 Vestry applies for 
Head Start 
program status 

  

1968 
(May) 

Trial use of 
Proposed Liturgy 
initiated 

Use of popular music 
adopted; 

Liturgical Commission 
proposed for creative change 
in the public worship of the 
parish 

1968 Race Relations 
Sunday initiated 

To have dialogue in 
people’s homes with 
groups from 
participating 
churches (10 from 
each) 

 

1968 Vestry endorses 
Fair Housing 

Urges Chillicothe 
City Council to pass 
ordinance 

 

1969 Rector and Vestry 
differ over use of 
church facilities 
for public 
discussion of 
Vietnam War. 

Rector believed he 
had the right to hold 
the discussion; Vestry 
asked Chancellor of 
the Diocese for an 
opinion 

 



1969 Thurible given to 
parish;  

Controversy ensues 
over whether to use it 

 

1970 
(Jan.) 

Vestry raises issue 
of polarizing 
political conflicts 
which divide 
church members 

  

1970 
(July) 

Vestry votes (7-3) 
to ask Fr. Walker 
to resign; 

135 signatures on 
petition support the 
Vestry request; 

Walker demurs, wishes to 
stay and “continue the 
pastoral relation” 

1970 
(Oct.) 

Fr. Walker states 
he is actively 
looking for 
employment 
elsewhere 

  

1971 
(April) 

Fr. Walker departs Edwin Hunt Badger 
becomes Acting 
Supply Priest 

 

1971 
(Oct.) 

Fred C. Wolf, Jr. 
appointed as new 
Rector 

Wolf described as 
“strong on pastoral 
ministry, religiously 
oriented, church 
oriented rather than 
socially or politically 
and knowledgeable in 
the field of Christian 
education” 

 

1972 Vestry votes not to 
create new Mission 
in Waverly 

Instead, recommends 
to find a location to 
hold services with St. 
Paul’s personnel as an 
extension of the Parish 

 

1973 Annual Report: 
678 in Parish 

  



family, 402 
communicants 

1973  AA (Alcoholics 
Anonymous) starts 
using Great Hall 
for meetings 

  

1974 Church of 
Ascension 
(Philadelphia, PA)  
ordains 11 women 

Internecine debate 
ensues; 

General Convention of 1973 
had not approved changes 
which would be necessary to 
ordain women 

1974 Fr. Wolfe serves as 
head of the Ross 
County Council of 
Churches 

  

1974 
 

Four memorial 
windows installed 
in Library; two 
installed in high 
side-windows in 
the Chancel; 

  

1974 Sentiment to place 
St. Paul’s on 
National Register 
of Historic Places 

Ohio Historical 
Society, Columbus 
had included St. Paul’s 
and other nearby 
downtown bldgs.  as a 
group historical place 

 

1975 Revised Book of 
Common Prayer in 
proposal phase 

Rector stressed 
lifetime importance of 
this revision 

 

1975 Diocese develops 
Minority Policy for 
preferred 
procurement; 

Fr. Wolfe writes 
Diocese, saying policy 
was fracturing the 
church membership; 

 



1975 Fire in Great Hall, 
likely caused by 
smoking at an AA 
meeting; 

Church develops 
detailed smoking 
policy 

 

1975 Bell in the Tower 
cracked; 

Replaced by electric 
bell chime system; 

 

1976 Revised Book of 
Common Prayer 
moved to study 
phase; 

50,000 copies mailed 
from New York to 
parishes; St. Paul 
receives 100 copies; 

Vestry consensus is that 
Bishop Krum had no 
authority to mandate its use; 

1976 Rev. John Shelby 
Spong elected as 
Bishop Coadjutor 
of Newark (NJ) 

Spong in essays and 
books “doubting the 
divinity of Christ and 
questioning the 
validity of the 
Apostles  and the 
Nicene Creeds as 
statements of 
Christian faith” 

Fr. Wolfe and 100 other 
clergy and laity send letter 
to the Bishops and 
Committee of the Church, 
questioning Spong’s 
appropriateness as a Bishop; 

1976 Local Boy Scout 
troop 7 fixed and 
sealed the parking 
lot 

  

1977 Congregation has 
608 baptized 
members; 

109 students are in the 
Church school; 

 

1977 Vestry and Rector 
differ over 
ordination of 
women 

General Convention 
approved the 
ordination of women; 

Ellen Barrett (1st lesbian, 1st 
woman ordained) ordained 
by the Bishop of New York; 

1977 Controversy over 
whether revised 
Book of Common 
Prayer or 1928 

  



Prayer Book 
should be used; 

1977 Waverly and Pike 
County put under 
jurisdiction of St. 
Paul’s; 

  

1977 Piano purchased 
for the Great Hall; 
church women 
needlepointed 
kneeling cushions 
for the altar rail; 

  

1978 Fr. Wolfe held 
Sunday evening 
services @ the 
Presbyterian 
church in Waverly 

Diocese was asked to 
assist church 
financially for hire of 
an Assistant Rector for 
Pike County; 

 

1978 
(Sept.) 

Fr. Wolfe tenders 
his resignation to 
the Vestry 

  

1979 Jan. 1, 1980, 
designated as 
transition date for 
new prayer book 

 E. Hunt Badger fills in as 
Rector, even as he served as 
Dean @ Ohio University-
Chillicothe 

1979 
(Nov. 
8) 

Fr. William V. 
Brook, Jr., of 
Berryville, VA, 
installed as Rector 

1928 Prayer Book 
used 

 

1979 Fr. Brook formed 
youth group 

Connecting with Boy 
Scout Troop 7 

 

1980 Memorial Steeple 
added to church 
tower in memory 
of Austin P. Story 

  



1980 Reredos that had 
been in the 
original  Walnut 
Street St. Paul’s 
(1821) installed on 
north wall of 
Library 

  

1980 Handrail added 
through Ruth 
Pattison Story 
memorial addition; 
organ was rebuilt; 
hearing-impaired 
option created 
from Bentley 
Hearing fund 

  

1980 94 families, 56 
singles in 
congregation 

  

1981 Services 
consistently 
averaged 100-130  

  

1982 Parish adopted 
policy to send 
flowers to 
parishioners 
reached their 100th 
birthday 

 Nancy Lawrence, age 104, 
received flowers 

1983 Automobile 
purchased for the 
Rector; 

  

1983 Garden Fund 
planted dogwood 
trees on the 
property 

  



1984 Rector’s annual 
report: 8,859 total 
attendance, 5,738 
receptions of Holy 
Communion 

  

1985 Fr. Brook’s annual 
report notes that 
the worship of the 
congregation “has 
been a witness to 
the historic beauty 
of Anglican 
devotion in a 
virtual sea of 
fundamentalism.” 

  

1987 Vestry supports 
Mother’s Morning 
Out and 
babysitting for 
10am service 

  

1987 Louise Lindsay 
operated the 
church’s soup 
kitchen the last 
three days of each 
month 

  

1988 Church hired 
part-time director 
for the church 
school 

  

1987-
89 

Concern over 
increase (9%) in 
Diocesan 
assessment 
continues 

This conflict was 
“resolved” in 1990 

 



1989 Church women 
raise funds for 
Hurricane Hugo 
victims 

231 lbs. of disaster kits 
sent through 
volunteer 
organizations and 
churches of Ross 
County 

 

1990 Rev. William 
Brook spends six 
weeks as 
Continuing 
Education Fellow 
at Virginia 
Seminary 
(Alexandria, VA) 

In Rev. Brook’s 
Annual Report, he 
notes that this 
experience “changed 
my life and ministry” 

 

1990 Annual theme of 
Christian 
education was the 
Pentateuch and 
the four Gospels. 

  

1990 St. Paul’s women 
take part in Ross 
County chapter of 
Church Women 
United 

Church Women 
United was an 
ecumenical 
organization of 
Protestant, Catholic, 
Orthodox, and other 
Christian women. 

 

1990 St. Anne’s Guild @ 
St. Paul’s supplied 
43 school kits and 
29 health kits for 
the County 

  

1991 Fr. Brook resigns 
due to health 
concerns 

Resignation followed 
six-week stress-
related hospital stay 

E. Hunt Badger again steps 
in to “hold us together” 
during the transition 



1991 Christian 
education 
attendance drops 

Grades 3-11 combined 
for family-style 
instruction 

 

1992 175th anniversary 
of St. Paul’s 

Very little fanfare—
pledges were down, 
rectory unoccupied 

Interim Rector Clarence 
Decker called situation 
“challenging” 

1992 Sunday School 
theme was 
“Getting to Know 
Your Church 
Family” 

K-6 students studied 
“life of Moses along 
with our Jewish/ 
Christian heritage” 

Seder presentation produced 

1993-
2004 

Episcopal Church 
affirmation of gay 
bishop renews 
controversy 

Rev. Richard B. “Rick” 
Terry becomes Rector 

Rev. Terry was evangelically 
active and theologically 
conservative 

1993 St. Catherine’s 
Guild: provided 
lunches with 
Habitat for 
Humanity; 
supported Good 
Samaritan Food 
Pantry;  

  

1993 Boy Scout troop 
mtg registered 28 
Scouts 

  

1993 Building 
improvements: 
kitchen 
renovation, 
remodeling of 
rector’s Office, 
repairs and 
improvements at 
Rectory 

  



1995 Fr. Terry’s annual 
report states goal 
to “reach out into 
the community to 
meet the spiritual, 
emotional, and 
physical needs of 
those who do not 
know Jesus Christ” 

Fr. Terry predicts that 
“the fruit of this work 
will be the planting of 
another Episcopal 
Church in Ross 
County by the year 
2000” 

 

1996 Outreach efforts 
divided into Parish 
Ministry and 
Outreach Ministry 

  

1997 Congregation 
debates joining 
the theologically 
conservative 
American 
Anglican Council 
but does not 

Annual Report notes 
support of the Ralph 
Bell Crusade (Billy 
Graham-inspired) by 
Rector, some Vestry 
members and “many” 
church members 

 

1997 Outreach Ministry 
focused on Habitat 
for Humanity and 
Home between 
Homes 

  

1998 Discussion 
concerning 
whether to 
affiliate with 
Anglican Church; 

Fr. Terry’s Annual 
Report provided 
reasons to affiliate; 

Vestry rejects affiliation by 
6-4 vote [4th vote is Terry’s] 

1998 Outreach Ministry 
continues involved 
with 13 
Chillicothe-based 
groups. 

In conjunction w/ 
Ross County Council 
of Congregations, St. 
Paul’s  members 
participate in brush-

Great benefit for low-income 
people whose homes were 
thereby painted 



up painting days in 
spring and fall 

1998 Carrie Rieger, 
youth church 
member, funded to 
visit Netherlands 
as part of Campus 
Crusade for Christ 

  

1999 Joint Communion 
held with St. 
Peter’s Catholic 
Church 

Using combined 
Roman Catholic & 
Episcopal liturgy 

 

1999 Barnabas Ministry 
(named for St. 
Barnabas, Son of 
Comfort) started 

With the intent to 
encourage fellowship 

 

1999 Columbarium 
completed 

Providing 80 niches  
for committal of ashes 

 

1999 Vestry supports 
letters Fr. Terry 
wrote regarding 
the 1998 Lambeth 
Conference 
Resolution on 
Human Sexuality 

Lambeth 
international 
conference of 
Anglican bishops 
resolved against 
“legitimizing or 
blessing of same sex 
unions nor ordaining 
those involved in 
same gender unions” 

 

2000 Rector’s annual 
report stressed 
Bishop Herbert 
Thompson’s 
reminder to attend 
to evangelism and 
church growth 

Cites Matthew 28: 
“Go ye therefore and 
teach all nations.” 

 



2000 Financial support 
provided for 
Campus Crusade 
for Christ (East 
Asia) and South 
American Ministry 
(Dominican 
Republic) 

  

2000 Church supports 
15+ community 
ministries 

Including Phoenix 
House, Assistance 
House, Habitat for 
Humanity, Kairos 
prison ministry 

 

2000 Church’s women’s 
groups continue to 
give time and 
money for 
charitable projects 

Including garden 
maintenance, gifts to 
HS graduates, 
receptions for the 
bereaved, disaster 
kits, Good Samaritan 
Food Pantry, 
rummage sale, 
Blanket Sunday, altar 
maintenance 

 

2000 Vestry began 
planning 
handicapped 
access for church 
nave; 

Also: Great Hall 
parking lot entrance 
and restrooms in need 
of renovation  

$100K estimate 

2001 Allocations from 
David Meade 
Massie trust and B. 
Blanchard 
Memorial Fund 
toward 

  



handicapped 
access project 

2001 Two-year lease 
signed with 
Southern Hills 
Academy 

SHA funds fire alarm 
system, uses Christian 
Education space 

 

2002 In conjunction w/ 
Circleville Bible 
College, Rev. Terry 
sets up 
Providential Acts 
of Kindness (PAK) 

For Junior/ Senior 
High students to do 
outreach projects 

 

2003 Ordination of Rt. 
Rev. Gene 
Robinson 
(homosexual) as 
Bishop of New 
Hampshire creates 
tension  

Rev. Terry asks for 
letters from 
congregation, but 
response is divided 

Sept. discussion, then Oct. 
decision to send letter to 
Diocese of Southern Ohio, 
withholding funds from 
national church 

2004 
(Sept.) 

Fr. Terry resigns 
and forms new 
congregation 
affiliated with 
conservative 
Anglican Mission 
in America 

Fr. Terry cites 
Philippians 1:28 to 
justify his actions. 

75 people follow Fr. Terry to 
new storefront church on 
North Paint Street.   

2005  Senior Warden 
reports a 
“struggling 
church” 

Diocese reduces 
mission share; 
provides grants from 
Church Foundation 
and Commission on 
Congregational Life  

Two supply priests, Walt 
Mycoff and Jack Bowers, 
help lead the congregation 

2005 Virginia Badger 
gives communion 

Enables future 
officiants to reflect 
changing liturgical 

In memory of the late E. Hunt 
Badger 



table in memory of 
her husband 

norms by facing the 
congregation 

2006 Vestry approves 
new priest-in-
charge, Rev. Kiah 
Webster 

  

2006 Episcopal 
Community 
Services 
Foundation 
provides grant to 
establish Good 
Faith Fund 

Used to help local 
residents pay utility 
bills 

 

2006 Diocesan grant 
helps offset cost of 
“Parents Day Out” 

Provides free 
babysitting, games, 
crafts, snacks for 
children while 
parents Christmas 
shopped 

 

2006 Repair work 
completed on Bell 
Tower; Franklin 
Art Glass of 
Columbus begins 
framing work on 
stained glass 
windows 

  

2007 
(Jan.) 

Parish Vision 
Quest/ 
Magnetic Church 
Conference  

Topics: people inside 
and outside church, 
physical building, 
communication, 
church marketing 

 

2007 Rev. Webster 
takes maternity 

Nov.: Edward Payne 
becomes Interim 
Rector 

Two services still being held 
each Sunday 



leave then resigns 
in Sept. 

2008 
(Oct.) 

Italian festival 
held 

Vocal recital includes 
Rev. Payne 

 

2008 Fr. Payne’s annual 
report notes need 
to be evangelical 

80% of the parish is 
over age 70 

 

2009 Vestry forms 
church investment 
group to take over 
management from 
Wachovia 

  

2009 
(Nov.) 

Fr. Payne resigns   

2010 Rev. Tracey 
Carroll becomes 
Acting Priest 

Rev. Carroll wants 
more active program 
of lay workers visiting 
the sick 

 

2010 
(Feb.) 

Prison Ministry 
gives grant  

For outreach 
programs to benefit 
local prisoner 
population 

Church members made 
greeting cards for prisoners 
to use to communicate with 
their families 

2010 Church’s website is 
initiated 

  

2011 Rev. Carroll 
continues Horizon 
prison ministry @ 
Chillicothe 
Correctional 
Institute 

$1000 grant from 
Prison Ministry 

 

2012 Rev. Carroll 
resigns 

Only one Sunday 
service and one 
Wednesday service 

 

2012 Church continues 
to support Good 

  



Samaritan Food 
Pantry 

2012 Melody Williams 
hired as Supply 
Priest 

  

2013 Seven Committees 
composed, 
including: 
Buildings & 
Grounds, 
Communications, 
Hospitality 
Ministry, Team 
Vision, Outreach 

  

2013 Congregation 
successfully 
fundraises to 
replace floor in 
Great Hall 

Similar fund set up to 
replace church roof 

 

2013 
(end of 
year)  

Fr. Paul Daggett 
comes to lead St. 
Paul’s 

  

2014 Diocesan 
Convention held 
in Chillicothe 

  

2014 Physical Plant 
improvements: 
removal of 
asbestos, motion to 
replace the roof 

Motion approved to 
rent Great Hall for 
receptions 

 

2014 Virtual tour of the 
church placed on 
website 

  



2015-
2016 

Vestry reduced in 
size from nine to 
seven 

w/ approval of 
Bishop and Diocese 

 

2015-
2016 

Outreach stressed 
as a priority 

Including Hope Clinic 
support, donation of 
school supplies 
through the Salvation 
Army, monthly 
canned food 
donations, donation of 
school supplies 
through Salvation 
Army, food donations 
to Good Samaritan 
pantry, clothing to 
Ross County 
Community Action & 
Secret Santa 

 

2015-
2016 

Diocese provides 
grant to aid repair 
of stained glass 
windows in 
Library 

  

2016 Fr. Daggett’s 
annual report 
thanks Jr. Warden 
Sheila Gray for 
nursery ceiling 
painting, help of 
Sr. warden Richard 
Boggs, altar guild 
head Mary 
McKell, Church 
Secretary Kris 
Baker. 

  



2016 St. Anne’s Guild 
maintains Great 
Hall and kitchen, 
provides seasonal 
clean-up, planting 
of flowers in 
church yard 

  

2016 In the absence of 
an organist, web-
based electronic 
system instituted, 
iPad used to 
operate. 

  

2017 Bicentennial! Kris 
Baker plans and 
produces 
successful 200th 
celebration 

April 23 historical 
service in period 
costumes; 1789 Book 
of Common Prayer w/ 
music consistent with 
1817 

April 30 community music 
program w/ Civil War band 
and Chillicothe HS string 
quartet 

 
Ecclesiastical Vocabulary 
Chancel—space about the altar of a church, usually enclosed, for clergy and  
 other officials; 
Columbarium—sepulchral vault with recesses in walls to receive ashes of the  
 dead; 
Crucifer—a person who carries a cross, as in an ecclesiastical procession; 
Pentateuch—first five books of the Old Testament: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus,  
 Numbers, Deuteronomy; 
Reredos—screen or decorated part of the wall behind an altar in a church; 
Thurible—incense burner on a chain; 
Undercroft—vault or chamber under the ground, especially in a church; 
Vestry—in the Episcopal Church of America: a committee elected by members  
 of a congregation to serve with the churchwardens in managing the  
 temporal affairs of a church; 
 --in the [Anglican] Church of England: a meeting attended by all the  



 parishioners during which the official business of the church is discussed. 
 
 
 
Rev. 2/15/2018 
 



ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

C h il l ic o t h e , O hio

On The \25th Anniversary of the Consecration 

of This Church 

Se ptem b e r  6, 1959



Foreword

This brochure entitled “Saint Paul’s Fabric’’ 
is the work of Mr. John Stranathan, a member of 
St. Paul’s Parish. He compiled it as a project 
while studying for the degree of B. Sc. in Education 
at Ohio University at Athens.

It was printed in order that it could be dis
tributed among the congregration attending the 
Festal Holy Communion Ser\ice on September 
6, 1959, in commemoration of the one hundred 
and twenty-fifth anniversar}' of the consecration 
of the present St. Paul’s Church edifice.

For the Congregation and myself 1 offer con
gratulations to Mr. Stranathan on compiling so 
concise a history of St. Paul’s Parish.

L eonard P. H agger, Rector



T h e  R ev . L eonard P. H agger

RECTOR

SAINT PAULS FABRIC

St. Paul’s Parish is the outcome of visits made by the Right 
Reverend Philander Chase, the pioneer bishop of the West, then 
Bishop of Ohio during the second half of the second decade of the 
Nineteenth Century.

The first meeting to discuss the organization of an Episcopal 
Parish in Chillicothe was held on April 5, 1817. In an old book 
of unruled, hand-made paper, the pages vellow and the ink brown 
with time in which are recorded the minutes of the parish from its 
first inception, apjjears this entr\', under date of April 24, 1817, 
that dav being Sundav;

“This day divine serr’ice was appointed to be held 
at the Court House in this place and in pursuance of 
this notice, was performed by the Reverend Mr. Searle, 
Rector of St. Peter’s Church, Plymouth, Connecticut, 
after which a number of the respectable citizens met at 
the home of Mr. Richard Douglas, for the purpose of 
taking such steps as would be most conducive to the 
establishment of the Protestant Episcopal Church:

Whereupon it was Resolved, that the Reverend Mr. 
Searle take the chair, and Edward King be appointed 
Secretary' to the meeting.”

After this preamble it was deemed expedient to organize a 
congregation bv the name of St. Paul's Church; the constitution 
of the church was read and adopted, and the following church 
officers were elected:

Wardens, Levin Belt and Thomas James;

Vestrymen, Richard Douglas, James Barnes and 
Edward King;

Reading clerks, Henry Brush, William Key Bond, 
Edward King and Richard Douglas.
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The new parish had no Rector for sometime after its organ
ization. Goternor Edward Tiffin frequently read services, as 
lay-reader.

The vestry after its first meeting of organization, April 24, 
1817 did not meet again until Ma\' 2, 1819, a lapse of two years. 
The next meeting was held April 3, 1820. Services had been 
held itt the Court House and in the IVIasonic Lodge room, but 
the congregation was tired of that sort of thing, and on April, 
3, 1820, a committee, consisting of Richard Douglas, Henry Jack, 
and John VV. Collet, was named to act with the wardens and 
vestiy' to decide on the propriety of building a church. On 
April 16, a report was made that a church ought to be built, and 
that David B. Macomb and Richard Douglas would donate lot 
81, on Fourth Street. The same committee was authorized to 
have plans made and to make contracts for the erection of the 
building. For some unknown reason the congregation changed 
its mind about the Fourth Street site and in the summer of 
1820 bought of Henry Jack the south half of inlot 122, on Walnut 
Street, for $300.00.

On August 30, 1821, the pews in the new church were 
auctioned off to the members. The building, which is now an 
apartment house at 17 South Walnut Street, looked then very 
\ery much as it does now, except that it had on top a small 
hexagonal belfry, painted white, and the fence was a plainpost 
and rail affair. It was consecrated by Bishop Philander Chase, 
September 12, 1821. It was the first consecrated Episcopal 
Church building west of the Alleghenies.

The congregation used this church building for the next 
ten years with satisfaction. Then at a special meeting of the 
congregation, January 3, 1831, it was decided that a larger 
church was needed, and Robert Kercheval, Thomas Orr, and W. 
K. Bond were named a committee to sell the church building on 
Walnut Street. This sale was not made until, six years later, a 
deed was made out January 7, 1837, for $1,300 to Bishop Purcell 
of Cincinnati and the building became St. Mary’s Roman Cath
olic Church, the first church edifice of that faith in Chillicothe.
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The incorporation of “The Wardens and Vestrv of the Parish 
of St. Paul s in Chillicothe, Ohio” took place on February 3, 1831. 
The incorporators were Henry Brush, John Woodbridge, William 
K. Bond, Henry Buchanan, Mathis Hufnagle, Peter Leister, 
Robert Kercheval, Thomas Orr, James S. Swearingen and John 
Scott.

On February 10, 1831, Henrj. Brush and Richard Douglas, 
claimants to lot 66, on Main Street, gave it as the site for the new 
church. It was specified that the building already on the lot be 
used as a “parsonage house.”

Contracts for the new church were let in 1832, and it was 
consecrated September 5, 1834, by the Right Reverend Charles 
P. Mcllvaine. Some of the subscriptions were in money, others 
in material and others in work. We find Thomas Orr, Mr. 
Thatcher, Henry Brush and E. P. Kendrick giving $100 each. 
William McSarrell gave $7.00 in work. James T. Worthington 
gave 10,000 bricks and so it went.

The lot was not given, after all, because the congregation 
would not accept it as a gift and paid for it with money raised bv 
subscription for this purpose. In a table of costs the lot is set 
down at $900.00. Other items were: Basement story $924.26; 
brickwork $2,591.70; carpenters and joiners bills $3,137.67; mer
chandise, including locks, nails, hinges, etc., $385.68; iron work, 
$60.40; plastering $400.00; spouting $56.60; painting and glazing 
$617.50; stonecutters, bill for arches, steps, etc. $342.03; making a 
total of $9,415.84. (This is “cheap” in comparison to the $96,000 
to be expended for revamping the Parish Hall into an Educational 
Building, 1958-1959).

The interior of the church then was rectangular. At the north 
end there was no recessed chancel, but a platform ran across the 
whole end of the church. On this stood the pulpit to the east side, 
and the font at the tvest. Against the wall at the east and west ran 
benches, with dividing arms, on which sat visiting clergy and 
dignitaries. Two windows were in the north end of the church, 
and at that end, standing out a little way from the wall, was a 
screen of oak, behind which was a door leading to a vestn -̂room. 
Before the screen stood two chairs, for the Bishop on his visits
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and for the rector; these chairs are still in use, for the same pur
pose. There were three blocks of pews, a row along the east wall, 
then a block in center, divided by partitions down the middle, 
and a row along the west wall. There were two aisles, between 
tbe center block and the side row. At the north end of either 
side row was a large square pew, as big as four ordinary pews, with 
seats running around the four sides. At the south end of the 
church was a gallery, running across the width of the church, 
reached by stairs from the vestibule.

The vestrt' wanted modem improvements for the new church 
and on September 29, 1834, John Woodbridge and Thomas 
James were appointed a committee to fix upon a plan for warm
ing the church vv'ith heated air.” And all those disjx>sed to trim 
their pews are requested to have the hangings of crimson . The 
pews, then, had doors. The committee on heated air got the 
furnace installed during 1835.

The women of the church were just as depended on to help 
out of a financial hole as they are now, for in 1835 the ladies 
undertook to raise money to finish the basement so Sunday 
School, entertainment, and Wednesday evening meetings could 
be held in it. And they did it.

In the early part of 1841 the vestry began talking about 
putting illuminating gas into the church and finally got it put in 
in 1852, eleven years later. There seems to be a family like
ness about vestries, it takes a heap of talk before they can get 
action.

On February 6, 1843 the vestrŷ  authorized building a 
parsonage on the lot east of the church. Carpenter work and mater
ial $1,000. Brick and stone work and materials $595.25.

During this time there was not much of a fence in front of 
the church. The young ladies held an entertainment and raised 
enough money to put up an iron fence which was replaced by 
the present privet hedge in 1914.

On April 17, 1865, the rector reported at the annual parish 
meeting that the church was out of debt.
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Here is the interior of St. Paul's (facing the altar) as originally constructed 
in 1832 before being remodeled in 1890.

The church is decorated for the wedding of Miss Clara Boggs and George 
Hunter Smith, on December 27 , J888.

In the fall of 1869 the church needed shingling badly and 
the vestry talked about it until good old Dr. Albert Douglas 
grew tired of it, went out and collected some money, had the 
work done and paid for the bigger part of it himself.

At a meeting of the vestry held on May 6, 1872, a committee 
was appointed to change the old windows to mullioned windows 
with stained or ground glass. By June of the next year the stain
ed glass windows were put in, except for the two which were 
at the north end of the church and the ones in the south end of 
of the church were later replaced. The central chandelier was 
installed at this time also.

Some time before this there began to be talk of the desir
ability of building a chapel. It began among the women, as
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most good things connected with St. Paul’s have begun, and the 
talk grew. While the parish went quietly until March 1886, the 
vestry appointed a committee to meet with the ladies to consider 
the matter. Actually the chapel project began among the women 
back tw-elve to fifteen years earlier, when some of them began 
the accumulation of a chapel fund. The ladies worked faith
fully having fairs, comic art galleries and festivals and suppers. 
In addition the selling of the Buckeye Cookbook was carried on 
and the proceeds were turned over to the chapel fund. Some
times the fund remained quiet for long periods; then it began 
to grow again, and finally enough money was raised to warrant 
the work being undertaken. A building committee was appoint
ed in 1888 and the work was begun in the spring of 1890 and 
the building was finished the same year. Even the church 
school children helped. The children did all sorts of things 
from making caramels, paper balloons, dusting rags, to mounting 
photographs of old St. Paul’s. Everybody worked and the fund 

‘grew.
The same building committee appointed in 1888, to look 

after the chapel when there was money enough, were also to 
look after plans for remodeling the interior of the church. In 
April of 1890 contracts were signed with Rouzer & Company, 
Dayton, Ohio for the work.

This work brought the church to its present appearance. 
The women of the parish were again on the job in helping make 
it possible to remodel. Mrs. Albert Douglas, Sr. raised $3,012 by 
subscriptions; the chapel fund amounted to $1,596; the ladies 
society gave $400; the Young Ladies’ Improvement Society 
raised $416.60; additional subscriptions and the Easter offering 
amounted to $1,890. A new roof was put on the church and 
a new furnace was installed. The sum of $8,800 was expended, 
but individual members made handsome contributions privately.

/M r. Amos Smith put in the beautiful Tiffany window in the 
chancel. Mr. and Mrs. C. W. Story gave the handsome pulpit. 
Mr. Marcus Boggs paid for the middle aisle entrance. Mrs. 
J. C. (Lucy Fullerton) Douglas gave the organ, the writer of this 
paper played this fine mellow toned instrument off and on for 
over a period of ten years, it was a real “gem” until it was re-
six

placed in August of 1956, with a Wicks all electric action pipe 
organ, but using most of the pipes from the old organ. Mrs. 
Adeline Keith gave the font. Mrs. T. N. Marfield and Mrs. 
Holcomb gave the windows in the front of the church. The 
Sunday school gave the lectern and the communion rail. Miss 
Hattie Holcomb carved the alms basins and presented them. 
The ladies raised and spent another $1000 on carpet and furni
ture for the church and chancel. The Rector, the Reverend C. L. 
Fischer, besides giving money very liberally, gave the bench and 
prayer-desk now used in the chancel by the rector. After the 
new organ was installed, the choir used to sit in stalls on the 
little platform at the side of the organ. Also during this period 
the chancel was added on to the north of the church. It was 
not until 1900 that the present choir stalls were put in and the 
choir vested.

The interior of St. Paul’s as it looks today with the Gothic lantemsy 
installed in 1944 .



In April, 1902 the E. P. Smith residence on West Fifth 
Street was purchased as the rectory for the amount of $6,500. 
The money being borrowed from the First National Bank at 5% 
interest.

At a meeting of the vestry in April, 1914, it was decided to 
remove the old iron fence in front of the church and through 
the efforts of Mr. Henry Holcomb Bennett the present privet 
hedge was planted.

In 1916, Mr. W. N. Janes submitted a plan for remodeling 
the rear of the Parish House (formerly the chapel) to include a 
kitchen, choir closets and toilets. This was finally accomplished.

Found in the minutes of the vestry of February 27, 1919, is 
the information that a “new system of electric light was in
stalled in the church” probably including the wiring of the 
central chandelier first installed in 1872.

In 1925, St. Paul’s Hall was built on the rear of the 
Parish House (formerly the chapel) on the north side to 
provide additional room for the Church School and for comm
unity functions such as athletic games, church suppers, and 
gatherings of every kind. It is sixty feet east and west and 
forty feet north and south and the cost over $16,000.

During 1940 the nave and chancel of the church were 
completely carpeted at a cost of $1,500. Also the organ chimes 
were given by bequest of J. Harold Howson and the amplification 
system given by his brother James A. Howson.

During the summer of 1944, Mrs. Spencer Nye Cook 
had the gothic lanterns installed in the nave and narthex in 
memory of her husband.

In 1945, St. Paul’s Hall was done over, putting in a 
kitchen where the stage was, constructing storage rooms and 
choir rooms for men and women. This was done through bor
rowing Parish Funds at 5% interest. It was paid back in full 
by December 31, 1952. Parish out of debt!

During May of 1956, a Wicks organ was purchased (with 
all electric action) at the cost of $11,111.40. It was installed
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during August of the same year. The writer of this paper 
assisted with the installation and was the first to play it upon 
its completion.

In June, 1957, two memorial windows were installed in the 
church. The one on the rear east side was given by the widows 
of Dr. Henry R. Brown and his son-in-law, John D. Tomlinson. 
The rear west window was placed in memory of Frank G. 
Uhrig and his wife Anna K. Uhrig.

^  While speaking of the lovely windows in St. Paul’s, it 
should be noted that the unusual and beautiful Tiffany window 
over the altar given by the parents of Elizabeth Renick Wilson 
in 1890 cost at the time $5,000 and is not replacable today 
because of the method in making it by using different thick
nesses of stained or colored glass. It is insured for $10,000.

In April, 1956, the Laymen’s League, through a committee 
made a study of ways to increase the space for the educational 
and social purposes in the Parish House and St. Paul’s Hall. 
In May, the Vestry appointed a committee and until September,
1957, no less than six plans for the building were devised and 
studied, with the consultation of architects and builders. Then 
at a Special Parish Meeting on October 13, 1957, the general 
idea of expansion by adding a second story to St. Paul’s Hall 
was presented, and this approach to the building program was 
approved by a vote of those present. At the Annual Parish 
Meeting on January 14, 1958, architect’s plans for adding a 
second story to St. Paul’s Hall and partitioning the Parish House 
were presented and approved of by ballot. The date of May 11,
1958, was selected to begin the canvass of supporters of St. 
Paul’s Church for funds with which to build. On May 18, 
1958, $71,000.00 had been given in the form of gifts and pledges 
toward the $90,000.00 needed to make this possible, plus over 
$5,000 required to furnish the building when completed. This 
shows that St. Paul’s is indeed looking to the future.

Since the writing of this pajier, the Baptistry window has been in
stalled, honoring those Christians heretofore unrememhered," and another 
window, opposite the Baptistry window, will be dedicated on the Sunday 
following Easter, I960.
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T H E SE  T W E N T Y  PRIESTS HAVE SERVED AS 
RECTORS OF ST. PA UL’S, C H IL U C O T H E

T he Rev. Ezra B. Kellog 1821 - 1825

The Rev. John Bausman 1827 - 1832

T he Rev. Edward W . Peet 1833 - 1841

The Rev. James B. Britton 1842 - 1849

T he Rev. L. M. Freeman 1849 - 1856

The Rev. G. ^V. DuBois 1857 - 1862

T he Rev. W illiam K. Rogers 1862 - 1863

T he Rev. James B. Britton 1863 - 1867

The Rev. W illiam Brittain 1868 - 1871

T he Rev. A. R. Stewart 1871 - 1876

T he Rev. Charles R. Fischer 1877 - 1893

The Rev. Edgar G. M urphy 1893 - 1897

T he Rev. S. N . Watson 1897 - 1903

The Rev. R. Grattan Nolan 1904 - 1913

T he Rev. George K. Johnson 1913 - 1920

T he Rev. Francis R. Lee 1920 - 1926

T he Rev. Thomas Donaldson 1926 - 1928

T he Rev. H . J. Buckingham 1928 - 1937

T he Rev. Fredrick D. King 1937 - 1943

The Rev. Leonard P. Hagger
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Without the assistance of these fine and indeed most helpful 
people this paper would not have been possible.

Miss Martha Trimble Bennett, formerly the Head of the 
English Department, Dana Hall, Wellesly, Massachusetts 
for 35 years. Miss Bennett is 90 years of age and a lady 
of unusual abilities, even to this day. She gave me a most 
pleasant and informative two hours on May 17, 1958. I 
was permitted to see and take notes from “A Short Sketch 
of the History of Saint Paul’s Parish” written by her 
brother, the late Henry Holcomb Bennett, the outstanding 
writer and artist, when he was the Parish Clerk in April, 
1917, in the One H undredth Year of the Parish.

Mrs. Edward Tiffin Cook for supplying and verifpng 
some dates.

Mr. S. K. Day for the use of his paper “Pioneers of Re
ligion” prepared for and presented before the “Sunset 
Club” of Chdlicothe, Ohio, on January 18, 1952.

The Reverend Leonard P. Hagger, Rector of St. Paul’s for 
his untiring efforts in supplying necessary information up 
to the present date.

Mr. Joseph E. Vickers, owner of Vickers Studio for his 
diligence and time in locating and loaning the old photo
graphs of St. Paul’s.

J o h n  C. S t r a n a t h a n



A SUMMAaX HISTOHI OP ST. PADL*S CHURCH, CHILLICOTHE, OHIO 
BY MRS. OTIS Js. STORY.

APRIL 2k, 1817. Divine Service conducted In the^Court House^by the 
Rev. Roger SearlTTrom St. Peter’s Church, Pl3naouth, Conn. A 
citlzenf gathered at the home of Mr. Richard Douglas 
tcstant Episcopal Church} the Rev. Mr. Searl took the 
King was made Secretary. A Resolution was passed to 
into a congregation with the name St. Paul s Church, Chllllcothe.

1819 Delegates were serit to a convention at
Sdwarrllffln was called to the chair. While a devoted Methodist, Dr. 
Tiffin frequently read the Service at St. Paul s

1820 A eoiamittee was appointed to secure land and build a CSiurch.
The lan’d was bought on South Walnut Street.

1821 Building was consecrated by th© Right Reverend Philander Chase, 
Bishop^ Ohio, aided by the Rev. Intrepid Morse.

1822 The Rev. Bsxa B. Kellogg became the first Rector
ber. SilLe r c o w r a t a  body, and petitioned the Legislature for approval
Which was done.

1627 The Rev. John B. Bausman served until 1832.
Tt* wfi«s decided to sell the present building and build a l^ger

ChurclT^hlB was located at the present site. The bulging onS S  Mid St. M«ry»e Church In 1837. 'JhUe the nev auroh v «  being built
Services were again held at the Court House and other places.

The new CIrarch was consecrated by Bishop Mcllvalne September 5*
I83ifr.
J *1 gito 'R'tfwt flws for the Parish were adopted. Back In 1832, pews were

Circlc"7
l8ij-3 The Vestry authorized building a parsonage on the lot Just east 

of the Murch.
I8̂ t5 Ground was pureh«ssed for a Cemetery, thai^^lots

AssocIsMon, with th® proviso that Episcopalians could JJ®i%g2lngfirst. This was the beginning of Grandview Cemetery. The Ladles Sewing 
Circle raised funds to paint the Undercroft of the Church.

lot.
I8if6 The same group earned the money to have an Iron fence across the

1865 Under the Rev. James B. Britton, Rector, the Church announced 
it was out of debt.

1869 The Sewing Circle raised the money to paint the walls and cell
ing in **Good Gothic Style*’.



A SUMMAar HZSTORI OP ST. 
BY MHSo OTIS JI STOHY. PAUL'S cHuace, CHILLICOTHE, OHIO

2^, Divine Service conducted in the Court House by the
frh ^5 Peter's Church, Plymouth, Conn, A number of

tiatJn? ^  Richard Dou??las to establish a Pro-testant Episcopal Church | the Hey, r4r, Searl took the chair, Mr. Edward
King was made Secretary* A Resolution was nassed to unite themselves
into a congregation with the name St, Paul's Church, Chlllicothe,

Delegates were sent to a oonvention at Worthington where Dr*
^ called to the chair* v/hlle a devoted Method

Tiffin frequently read the Service at St* Paul Methodist, Dr*

^ committee was appointed to secure land and build a CSmrcho The land was bought on South Walnut Street*

_   ̂MS3L gliding was consecrated by the Right Reverend Philander Chase 
Bishop of Ohio, aided by the Rev* Intrepid Morse*

1822 The Hevo Ezra B* 
bers bec^e a corporate l30dy 
which was done*

Kellogg became the first Hector and the jaem- 
, and petitioned th® Legislature for approval

^827 The Hev* John B* Bausman served until 1832*
1§22. decided to sell the present building and build a larger

building on Walnut Streetwas sold to St* Mary s Church in 1837* While the new Church was being built. Services were again held at the Court House and other places,
The new Clius'ch was consecrated by Bishop Mcllvalne September 5*

J By-laws for the Parish were adopted. Back in 1832, pews were
auctioned off, with prices ranging from $50. to $86* The first mention of 
Circle^ ® ?5To«P called«The Ladies* Sewing Circle** and "The”Ladles* Social

_ Vestry authorized building a parsonage on the lot Just eastor the Church,

Ground was purchased for a Cemetery, later sold to a Cemetery 
* th® proviso that Episcopalians could choose their lots

first. This was the beginning of Grandview Cemetery, The Ladles* Sewing 
Circle raised funds to paint the Undercroft of the Church.

The same group earned the money to have an iron fence across the

18̂ 5
Association

1 8 ^  Under the Rev* James B, Britton, Hector, the Church announced i6 was out of debt.



9 Paul*s Ciiurch
1872 The frames of the windows were changed to Gothic style, and the win- 
3owe changed to "mullloned** ones, at a cost of t700. Only two of these re
main, at the south end of the Church. One is inscribed "In memory of Harriet 
and Ida Holcomb", given by their mother, Mrs® George Holcomb. A central 
chandelier of brass was Installed, given by Mrs, Thatcher, who earned the 
money selling flowers. The Rector at that time was the Rev. A«R# Stuart*
1886 The women of the Church raised the question of building a Chapel, 
a committee was formed and the money from "The Ladies® Sewing Circle" was 
raised by fairs, suppers, comic art galleries, festivals and”selllng the 
"Buckeye Cookbook".
1889 All this was done and the Ghapsl completed (later It was called the 
Parish House). With the same committee it was decided to remodel the In
terior of the Church. Mrs* J.Ce Douglas gave each Church School ohlld 5jif, 
cad they were to earn more from it* Am&sa Sproat and his sister, Martha, 
made and sold caramels* Sa® Story sold dusting cloths and lemon Ice, making 
$8*, while Otis Story (Father of Mrs, Robert McKell), cleared $9, making and 
selling book-marks and hand painted sachets, done by his cousin. Miss May 
Quinn*
1 8 9 0  The CJsanoel was recessed, the old bos paws replaced by the present ones* 
The "Choir, which was in a gallery across the south end of the Church, was 
moved to a shallow platform in front of the organ* The cost was $8800* All
of this was accomplished under the Hev* Oiarles R* Fischer, called in 1877, 
resigned July, 1893* There were so many handsome gifts for furnishing the 
interior, they will be listed la another paper*
1893 The Hev* Edgar G* Murphy was called and accomplished a great deal in
the growth of the Episcopal Oiureh* He started St* Andrew’s Mission in 1894, 
formed a "Brotherhood of St* Andrews" and Catherine’s Guild"*
1 8 9 4  The two groups, with the aid of members of St* Andrews gave a public 
dinner at Thanksglv^ing for 100 poor children*
1 8 9 7  Mr* Murphy resigned and was followed by Dr* Samuel Watson, who started 
St* Mark’s Mission, their first meetings In the Clinton Building* The corner
stone for their Church was laid in 1906* At one time Dr* Watson had two 
assistants, and a Deaconess, Sister Sara Broadwell* The Rev* Charles W, Boot, 
In charge of St* Andrews, was ordained, 1898*
1900 The choir was vested In time for Easter* Miss Alice Bennett was Di
rectress*

1 9 0 2  The Vestry bought the E*P» Smith residence on West Fifth Street for a 
new Rectory (now the winter home of Mr, and Mrs* Edward Tiffin Cock).
1903 Dr* Watson resigned, feeling a Rector should not remain too long in 
one parish*
1904 Dr* G* Grattan Noland was called* Always interested In civic works.
He gave of himself oaring for people during the 1913 flood* St* Paul’s was 
the first building open to care for sufferers in that disaster*
1907 It was decided to merge St* Andrews with St* Paul’s congregation, most 
fortunate for St* Paul’s because some of the most Interested, and hardest 
workers of this parish came from St* Andrews* Du® to ill health. Dr* Noland 
not only resigned hia pastorate (1913)» but retired, built a home on Carlisle 
Hill, and lived there for several years until his death*



PauB? Cawreh
ijil The Revo George Klnr.ay Johnson was oaliedi« He was here facing all of the problems that Camp Sherman caused, which be perfomed brllllantlye His wife was a victim of influenza, pneumonia developed causing her death. Just 13 days after Mr. Johnson returned from her funeral, he died in 1920 from the same illness»
1916 Mr. WoNo Janes suteitted plans for remodelling the rear of the Parish house, accepted by the Vestry.
19X7 The Parish celebrated Its Genteimial, Mr. Johnson arranging programs for April 22, 23 and 2^. Bishop Vincent preached at the morning Service;
The Venerable Dobson, Arch-deacon, conducted the Vespers, while Bishop Reese preached and had a Confirmation Monday night. Tuesday night a reception was held in the Parish House, at which time Henry Holcomb Bennett prepared andgave an history of the first 100 years of St. Paul’s.
1920 The Bev. Pranols Lee arrived, soon becoming one of the best loved Rectors in the oommuaityo It was during his tenure that St. Paul’s Hall was built, with Mr. Franklin P. Safford as the moving spirit. Mr. Lee left 
in 1925 to become Dean of the Cathedral in Hebraska.

J1926 The Vestry called the Rev. Thomas Donaldson. One of the most out- standing events in his brief period here was holding a Mission during Holy Week, with the Rev. Frederick W. Clayton in charge. In 1927. The Wednesday Noon Serviees were inaugurated that year. Mr. Donaldson resigned In
1928 to go to St.Alban’s, Bexley, for a very successful pastorate.
^928 The Rev. Hubert J. Buokin^am followed. A business men’s luncheon was served both before and after the Wednesday noon meditations. He gave 
the beautiful Creche. A gifted artist, he stressed the importance and beauty of the Serviees of the Church.
y37 The Rev. Frederick King took over. Eis greatest interest was working With young people. He arranged a celebration of St. Paul’s 125th birthday, and the Omroh was redecorated; this was in 19if>2. He resigned in 19^3, due to ill health, and died that same week.

/ 19jf4 The Rev. Leonard P. Bagger oame after serving many years as Aroh Deacon of the Diooese of Detroit. The R<^ory on Fifth Street was sold for18500. and the Vestry bought the present one on thc'^omer of Fairway and Allen Avenue. In 1958 the Church built a second floor in St. Paul’s Hall to aooomodate the growing Church School, changed the first floor, making a lounge in the front of the old Parish House. In 1959 there was a eslsbratlon of the 125th birthday of the present Church. Mr. Hagger was responsible for the Installation of four Memorial Windows* In eaoh oass suggesting the main oharaoters for them. Having reached retirement age, and ill health, he resigned in i960, moving to Cleaxwater.
I960Pair The Vestry, realizing Mr. Hagger*s illness, started looking in theof 1959 for a Hector. They called the Rev. Albert Raymond Betts III, who arrived Just as Lent began. In his years here much has bsen aooompllshed. Howevsr, it is impossible to evaluate an incumbent’s work, so that will have to come later.



r, Paul’s Church
sotracEs of material

History eompllsd hy Mr* Henry H« Bennett^ 1917t '̂ l̂ h additional Inforniation 
from notes of Miss Martha T. Bennett*i History hy the Rev* Thomas Donaldson, 1928,
History compiled by Miss Rebecca Webb for Mr* Austin P* Story, taken from 
material in The Ross County Historical Society Museum*

History compiled by Mr* Austin P* Story from 193^ to 1951*
History compiled by Mr* John C. Stranathan, 1959*
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A LISTIIG OP GIFTS TO ST„ PA'iJL®S 0HtrS.CE. STMTIMG IK 1890 
WHEH THE INTERIOR OP THE CHURCH WAS CHANGED, THE CHOIR 
(WHICH HAD BEEN IN A GALLERY ABOVE THE VESTIBULE) MOVED TO 
THE PLATFORM IN FRONT OP THE ORGAl'l, AND THE CHANCEL RECESSED.

lani haadeome gifts were made, from I8 9 0  to around
1894,both as memorials and bequests* Not finding the exact dates on 
much of the furnishings, they are estimated*

/ M l l i  window OY®r the iSltar, originally Installed In theV 1889, giyen by Mr* Amos Smith (a description is In anotherreport of each winaow) was removed from the Chapel and placed in the Chancel,
The Altar rail was given by Mrs* J*C. Douglas* Church School Clasa.

Douglas* The carved oak seat and kneelingbench for the Rector given by the Rev* Charles Fischer* ^

Mav-B- T by JHrs* dark W* Story (Grandmother of The Misses
Pranois C® Story, and Mrs*

baptismal Pont given by Mrs* Adeline Keith (Grand* 
Antoinette Keith Wiggins)* The wooden Alms Baslxis were carved end given by Miss Hattie Holcomb*

182*21826$ The Church School gave the Leetem* St* Catherine's Guild 
l o S  in 1 9 0 0 !^ raised #1000* to carpet the Church,

Hri^*LuIhL?fMiS® McConnell andMrs* l^beek (Mrs* McConnell was the Mother of Clough McConnell. Mrs. GraoeMcC* Dimity and Mrs® Clarissa McC* Blberfeld)* ’

Igggi .Kr8^ ZlmOToy_l)mm» gaye the Bible, and the Oholr Stall* In the
Leotera) was published by the Oxford OnlTerslty 

1 E?® “*■ Henry a . Brown and Mrs. Hobert
Bennott was theiiireotress* in 1903 the Choir was removed to the Chancel*

r-'T* Oeorge Kinney Johnson announced the following gifts $ Mrs*
Lrglnla Howson and her son, Harold, gave the Processional Cross* Mrs*

B.P* stone gave a fine pair of Altar Vases in memory of Judge Stone* Mrs. 
^C. Douglas gave the Eucharistic Candles In memory of Dr* & Mrs* Albert
T/lfnr the seven-branch c;nL?ab;a1S m L .ory of Mr* Harfield® The Altar Cross was given by the Misses Sedawiev
? T h e ^ f ? R f M 4 Douglas, who were her© on a visit from London.

Douglas Sedgwick, novelist and artist, married Mr, de Sellncourt*) Ifete of this gift not available, «ia«-zea wr,

123:2® During^World War I the crucifers started carrying the American flair“"® “® “*■ “®“‘ BS“orSy“ss”^
1222z^22iLl by a bequest, the Sacristy Light was installed, a gift of
sisL^^JI? lights given by Miss Gertrude Allen, asister of Mm, Roy Mettler, and an aunt of the Misses Story and Mr. Francis

Hev* Hubert Rickingham asked that Mr. George Waller make
S r  a"d Mrs. Helen wf^Lolesmmoo Waller*) Mr* Lewis Musselman, son of Mrs* OttoMusselman, helped make the Tabernacle. The McCllntock window on the front 

of the west Side was installed, given by Mrs* Strong, in mTorTot heT sU^



!! The eh 
After his destri,,, hf. 
HOWSOIla T9̂4'Jt A !■'* Lariraore 1e aemor;" 
19451 The old braes gift of' Irsc-. Speriee Cock is a brother}«, 
of the Youth Pello 
tô ateg a Paseal Ca 
Father and Mothco'*,

mas on the orgaa were si of Mr® Harold Howsoiu {19401
■fca-other James wave an sisaplifier in wsamory of H&roid ;uess cf a wli-idoŵ  front east sldê  by Ki3.se Serepta 
tlie parentsj the Larlmore and Doddridge-! f'arallies® 

oeBtral olnmcioller n&s replaeed by Gothic laiiterns,, the 
' Mje Cocft in raemory of her l-rasband {Mrt, Edward Tiffin l$w8? A naw Bwer wea placed by the Baptismal Pont, rift 
ship® At some period during th© L»P« Hagger's pas-
.ndie was glTsa by Mrso ,&istin P« Story in aemer? of her Cole & Mrs* William Wallace*

12Sby^^ candle Irlphters were gl«ea by Mrs® Frank llhrlg in memory of Hra® Bail* KeCoiinfi,:;.foi hf-rr seî rices _as Cbeir Hother® (Mrs» MeGoanall was 
a sister of Mrs® Will lam Peclerta) 1956® Two large Cruets were purchased from 
th© Walter Spague Story^Menerial Fmiidc CMr« Austin P® Story is a son and 
Mrs© Harold L« Sr©isl a daughter of Mr® W«s« Story®) A small Grtiet was 
gi^ea by Hr*. Mstln P® Story in memory of his Father® 19581 The Brown*- Tomlinson window and tha Ib'ank G® Ubrig window were installed® ■ 1959* The 
Anonjsmoua window ixmT tho- Baptistry was put ln,o 1960 s The window honouring the Nye P®®lly was dedicaffsA® CDaserlptlona of these windows are recorded"in smotthfir plaesc)
1960..I. It is customary to cIobs such data as the above with the oomin-? of a new Rector, the Rev® Al.bert Raymond Betts III, but one feels a mention 
should be made of th© small Altar® in front of the organ® That Altar wasgiven Sta Paul®s fcy St® Ha3‘‘k*S5 and Crcsŝ  Eueharist ©andles, credene® table with other-things is being set \ip by the Altar Guild, with money given it 
for memorials® Also many purchases made by Mr® Worley Rodehaver for thecrucifers, the ®.oney ©arasc! by th-em®

COMPILED BY MHS« OTIS J» STORY 
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THE RT. REV. JOHN E. HINES 
PRESIDING BISHOP, EPISCOPAL CHURCH

815 SECOND AVENUE 
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10017

February 6, 1967

Mr. Edwin A. Hoey 
258 N. High Street 
Chillicothe, Ohio
D ear M r. Hoey:

I appreciate your kind invitation to 
join in the celebration of the 150th anni
versary of St. Paul's Church. It is cer
tainly a notable milestone and represents 
a long and fruitful tradition, but I am 
unable to join with you except in every 
good wish for the future and for a con
structive anniversary program.

Best wishes to you.
ifully yours,

John E. Hines 
PRESIDING BISHOP

JEH/ml



DIOCESE OF SOUTHERN OHIO 
4 U  SYCAMORE STREET 

CINCINNATI. O HIO 45201

TO THE FAITHFUL OF ST. PAUL*S . . .

A nniversaries look both w ays -  back in to  the histc»Y w hich we 
have shared  and in to  the future w hich we pray w e, through the 
guidance and power of the  Holy S p irit, may have a share in 
moulding.

Over the  p a s t ,  S t. P au l's  has grown in to  a strong instrum ent 
of G od 's g ift to His p eo p le . He has b le ssed  your efforts in 
your cap ac ity  to  se rve  o thers through the m inistry of ded icated  
clergy and la ity . Fear th is  w e , a s  a D io cese , give thanks -  
for you have been faith fu l in  your ca lling  to serve th a t commun
ity  where God has se t  you w ith in  our D iocese as a strong mem- 
b ^  of the fam ily.

We pray th a t you w ill go from streng th  to streng th  in ever greater 
se rv ice  to  o th e rs , in ever widening c irc le s  of In fluence , w itnes
sing  to  love and the power of C hrist to  e s ta b lish  ju s tic e  and 
righ teo u sn ess th a t we may know th a t "peace  w hich p asse th  a ll  
understanding" -  in our day!

C ongratulations to you a l l  on your 150th Anniversary.

Roger Blanchard

S t. P au l's  Church has been in  C h illico th e  
one hundred and f i f t y  yea rs . R eflec tin g  upon 
th e  p a st, w ith  th e  sense o f  co n tin u ity  and 
se c u r ity  th at such r e f le c t io n  b id n gs, in sp ires  
us to  go forward in to  the fu tu re  w ith  courage 
and confidence.

To parish  and congregation, a Joyous One- 
h u n d red -fiftie th  B irthday~and many happy retu rn s.

S in cere ly ,

Priest-in -C harge



A  HISTORY OF ST. PAUL'S PARISH
C H IL L IC O T H E , O H IO

Written for the

Sesquicentennial Gelehration of the TParish

April 24,1967

C )  UR old parish has a long and proud history. Only twenty-eight years after 
the first General Convention of our Church in America and at which time our 
Book of Common Prayer was adopted, our own parish was founded. The old 
minute book of the Vestry, in fading ink, has this entry dated April 24, 1817:

"This day divine service was appointed to be held at the Court House 
in this place and in pursuance of this notice, was performed by the 
Rev’d Mr. Searle, Rector of St. Peter’s Church, Plymouth, Connec
ticut, after which a number of respectable citizens met at the house of 
Mr. Richard Douglas, for the purpose of taking such steps as would 
be most conducive to the establishment of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church: Where-upon it was Resolved, that the Rev’d Mr. Searle take 
the chair and Edward King be appointed Secretary of the meeting.”

After this preamble it was decided to organize the congregation by the name of 
St. Paul’s Church; the constitution of the church was read and adopted and the 
following church officers were elected: Wardens, Levin Belt and Thomas James; 
Vestrymen, Richard Douglas, James Barnes and Edward King; reading clerks 
(now called lay-readers), Henry Brush, William Key Bond, Edward King and 
Richard Douglas. Henry Brush and David B. Macomb were appointed dele
gates to attend the convention to be held in Columbus in January, 1818.

The Court House referred to was the building used as the State Capitol 
some years earlier and Levin Belt was the mayor of Chillicothe and served in

First Episcopal Church consecrated west o f the Alleghenies, original St. Paul’s Church, Chilli
cothe. Later sold to the Rom an Catholics.

Photograph from  a very old sketch in the collection o f M iss M artha T. Bennett, Chillicothe.

that capacity for twenty-two years. Thomas James was an early pioneer mer
chant and iron-founder. All the others were men of prominence in the early 
days of Chillicothe.

The parish had no Rector for some time after its organization. Governor 
Edward Tiffin frequently read services as lay-reader and was duly thanked by 
the Vestry. That body did not have frequent meetings, its first after the meeting 
for organization being held May 2, 1819, a lapse of two years. The next was 
held April 3, 1820. Services had been held in the Court House and Masonic 
Lodge room, but at this April meeting a committee consisting of Richard 
Douglas, Henry Jack and John W. Collett, was named to act with the Wardens 
and Vestry to decide on the possibility of building a church. In the summer of 
1820 the parish bought of Henry Jack the south half of inlot 122 on Walnut 
Street for $300.00. Here our first church was built.

It may be of interest to quote from the address of the Right Reverend 
Philander Chase, D.D., Bishop of Ohio, at the Fifth Annual Convention of the 
Diocese, held at Worthington in June of 1822:



“On the 12th of September last, by divine grace I  was the instrument of 
consecrating to the service of Almighty God, St. Paul’s Church, in 
Chillicothe; which Episcopal act is rendered doubly interesting, by the 
circumstance of its being the fir st  o f  its kind  w est  o f  th e  Al l e 
g h en y  MOUNTAINS. The church is small but neat and commodious, 
having a small organ and good music. Much praise is due to the 
gentlemen who, under very discouraging circumstances, have perse
vered to the accomplishment of this good work; And I  am particularly 
grateful to Divine Providence, in that, with the finishing of their 
church, the parish have, I  hope, permanently secured the services of a 
pious and able minister of the Lord Jesus.”

On August 30, 1821, the pews in the neW church were auctioned off to the 
members. The building which most of you will remember, was used as a resi
dence until 1966. It had been bought by the Walnut Street Methodist Church. 
The building was razed and the property is now being used as a parking lot. The 
building looked very much as we remember it, except that it had on top a small 
hexagonal belfry, and it was painted white. It was consecrated, as mentioned 
above, by Bishop Philander Chase, the first bishop of Ohio, September 12, 1821. 
When the pews were auctioned off, Thomas James got pew # 8 for $86.00 and 
W. K. Bond paid a like sum for # 25. Edward King got # 5 for $65.00, and 
A. G. Claypoole # 23 for $60.00 and various others ran down to $50.00.

Our first rector was the Rev. Ezra B. Kellog, whose first service was on 
Sunday, February 17, 1822. His salary was $300.00 per year for half time 
service, and on April 1, 1823, his salary was increased to $400.00 for full 
time. In April, 1825, Mr. Kellog resigned on account of ill health.

It was during the tenure of Mr. Kellog that the Seventh Annual Convention 
of the Diocese of Ohio was held in Chillicothe, November 3rd to 5th, 1824, the 
Rt. Reverend Philander Chase presiding.

It was not until February, 1827, that our second rector came to us, the 
Rev. John Bausman, at a salary of $325.00 a year, and later he was given a 
house rent free. In 1830 Mr. Bausman told the Vestry that he thought his salary 
of $325.00 was hardly enough to support a family, and it was raised, but the 
record does not say how much. We do note that May 28, 1831, Mr. Bausman’s 
salary was raised to $450.00 per year.

In 1831 St. Paul’s Parish was incorporated by special act of the Ohio 
Legislature and our official name as determined by this act is “The Wardens 
and Vestrymen of the Parish of St. Paul’s in Chillicothe, Ohio.”

Here is the interior o f  St. Paul’s (facing the altar) as originally constructed in 1834 before 
being remodeled in 1890.

The church is decorated for the wedding o f Miss Clara Boggs and George H unter Sm ith, on 
December 27, 1888.

At a special meeting of the congregation January 3, 1831, it was decided 
that a larger church was needed and a committee was named to sell the property 
on Walnut Street. This sale was made and deed made out January 7, 1837, to 
Bishop Purcell, and the building became St. Mary’s Roman Catholic Church, 
the first church edifice of that faith in Chillicothe.

Mr. Bausman resigned in July, 1832, and in the fall of 1833 the Reverend 
Edward W. Peet of Richmond, Virginia, became our rector. On August 13, 
1833, by order of Bishop Mcllvaine, a special day of fasting and prayer was 
observed on account of the epidemic of cholera then sweeping the state.

In 1831 lot # 66 on East Main Street was purchased by the parish for 
$900.00. Contracts for the new church were let in 1832 and it was consecrated 
on September 5, 1834, by the Rt. Reverend Charles P. Mcllvaine. It is of 
interest how the new church was financed; in a little record book kept by N. W. 
Thatcher, a vestryman, it is recorded that some subscriptions were in money.



others in material, and others in work. We find Thomas Orr, Mr. Thatcher, 
Henry Brush and E. P. Kendrick down for $100.00 each, William McSarrell 
gave $7.00 in work, Adam Reister and William Jack gave $25.00 each in 
work, James T. Worthington gave 10,000 bricks, and so it went.

In a table of costs, other items were: basement story, $924.26; brick work, 
$2,591.70, carpenters’ and joiners’ bills, $3,137.67; merchandise, including 
locks, nails, hinges, etc., $385.68; iron work, $60.40; plastering, $400.00; 
spouting, $56.60; painting and glazing, $617.50; stonecutters, bill for arches, 
steps, etc., $342.03; total $9,415.84. What a difference from costs today.

The interior of the church was then rectangular. At the north end there was 
no recessed chancel, but a platform ran across the whole end of the church. On 
this stood the pulpit to the east side, andjjie font at the west. Against the wall 
at east and west ran benches with dividing arms, on which sat visiting clergy 
and dignitaries. Two windows were in the north end of the church, and at that 
end, standing out a little way from the wall, was a screen of oak, behind which 
was a door leading to a vestry room. Before the screen stood two chairs, for the 
Bishop on his visits, and the rector. There were three blocks of pews, a row 
along the east wall, then a block in the center divided by partitions down the 
middle, and a row along the west wall. There were two aisles, between the 
center block and the side rows. At the north end of either side row was a large 
square pew as big as four ordinary pews, with seats running around the four 
aisles. At the south end of the church was a gallery running across the width of 
the church, reached by stairs from the vestibule, and later the choir used the 
center part of this gallery and our music came from the back of the congregation.

The vestry wanted modern improvements for the new church and on Sep
tember 29, 1834, John Woodbridge and Thomas James were appointed a 
committee to “fix upon a plan for warming the church with heated air.” And 
all “those disposed to trim their pews were requested to have the hangings of 
crimson.” The pews then had doors. Morris O. Free, a colored man prominent 
in his day, was the first sexton of the new church. The committee on heated air 
got the furnace installed, for in January, 1835, the vestry ordered the sexton to 
prohibit all persons from having access to the furnace for the purpose of filling 
foot-stoves for the congregation. The ladies of the congregation undertook to 
raise money to finish the basement so that Sunday School, entertainments and 
Wednesday evening meetings could be held in it.

The Rev. Mr. Peet resigned March 30, 1841, evidently because his salary 
was in arrears, and in that year the vestry put artificial gas in the church for 
lighting.

In 1841 also, they loaned the basement of the church to the Rev. George 
Beecher, whose church, the Second Presbyterian, at the northeast corner of 
Paint and Fifth Streets, had been burned. In spite of having no rector the parish 
entertained the Diocesan Convention here in September, 1841.

Our next rector, the Reverend James B. Britton, from New Albany, Indiana, 
came May 12, 1842, at a salary of $600.00 per year. February 6, 1843, the 
vestry authorized the building of a rectory on the lot east of the church. Its front 
was set back from the front line of the church and located south of the wall and 
extended through our parking lot. Records show that the carpenter work and 
material cost $1,000.00; brick and stone work materials $595.25. At that time 
the sexton’s salary was $100.00 per year and the organist $75.00.

On July 1, 1844, a committee was ordered to buy a plot of ground on the 
hill west of town for a church cemetery. They bought one, and the following 
year sold it to what is now Grandview Cemetery. The first burial in the new 
cemetery was of William Britton, father of the rector, in 1845. This was the 
first burial on Grandview except for the burials in the family cemetery of the 
Renick-Bonner family which is surrounded by a stone wall. A tombstone marks 
this grave on the southeast corner of Grandview overlooking Paint Valley.

The minutes of the vestry show that a mission church was built on the 
corner of Church and Chestnut Streets. The church was flourishing then, for in 
1848 Mr. Britton was authorized to engage Mr. H. N. Bishop as deacon, St. 
Paul’s to pay him $175.00 per year, and some additional was to be paid by 
“the Kingston Parish.” The records fail to tell us what happened to Kingston.

Evidently the west end mission did not work out very well because the 
building was sold in 1849 for $266.00.

On April 26, 1849, Mr. Britton handed in his resignation, giving as his 
reason lack of support by the vestry in the church work. When the vestry asked 
indignantly with an injured air how they had not supported him, the rector told 
them that none of them would do any work in the Sunday School, in the 
important work of training the young, and that they did not even support him 
by regular attendance at services. Mr. Britton stayed a while, but finally resigned 
November 1, 1849, and the Rev. L. W. Freeman was called, and accepted 
November 12th, holding his first service on Sunday, November 25th. In 1851 
the sexton’s salary was increased to $112.00 per annum, “for which he must 
furnish a boy to blow the organ.” October 6, 1851, the rector’s salary was 
raised to $700.00 per annum, but the minutes of April 14, 1856, note was 
made that $327.98 was due the rector on the past year’s salary, and on July 12, 
1856, Mr. Freeman resigned.



May 18, 1857, the Rev. G. W. DuBois took charge at a salary of $800.00 
per annum and the parsonage. In 1859 Mr. DuBois’ health failed and he was 
given a six months’ leave of absence, during which time the Rev. Enoch Reed 
came as associate rector, but he left in February, 1860. On July 14, 1861, Mr. 
DuBois told the vestry he must resign, as he had accepted a chaplaincy in the 
army. The vestry objected and asked him to take a year’s leave of absence, 
evidently thinking the war would be over within a year. Mr. DuBois finally 
resigned June 12, 1862, his health being very poor. The Rev. William K. 
Rogers was called and accepted, but on March 2, 1863, he resigned on account 
of poor health. Three days later the former rector, the Rev. James B. Britton 
was elected to again take charge.

On April 17, 1865, the rector proudly reported at the Annual Parish Meet
ing that the church was out of debt. Probably one of the few times that that 
happy state existed. But the church soon fell in debt again, and this time to its 
rector, letting his salary fall in arrears. On December 10, 1867, Mr. Britton 
resigned to take effect January 1, 1868, but the vestry persuaded him to stay 
on until after the next Easter, his resignation finally taking place April 16, 1868.

On August 3, 1868, a call was issued to the Rev. William Brittain (different 
spelling from the previous rector) and was subsequently accepted. Nothing is 
told for some time in the minutes except routine business. The Rev. William 
Brittain resigned July 1, 1871, on his doctor’s advice on account of sickness in 
his family. He was succeeded by the Rev. Albert R. Stuart, from South Carolina, 
who started his work in the parish October 31, 1871.

At a vestry meeting held May 6, 1872, a committee, Samuel Kilvert, Otho 
Marfield and Robert B. Smart, was appointed to change the old windows to 
mullioned windows with stained or ground glass. By June of the next year the 
stained glass windows were put in. You see none of these windows around the 
church now, the last one was taken out from the west side of the church when the 
Nye memorial window was installed. A central chandelier (since removed) was 
also installed at that time. Mr. Stuart resigned on May 25, 1876, to go to 
Christ Church, Georgetown, D. C., and the Rev. Charles L. Fischer, called on 
February 13, 1877, came the following April.

Some time before this there began to be talk of the desirability of building 
a chapel on the lot west of the church. In March, 1886, the vestry appointed a 
committee to meet with the women of the church to consider the matter. 
Really the chapel project began among the women in the rectorate of Mr. 
Stuart when some of them began the accumulation of a chapel fund. The 
women worked faithfully; fairs, suppers, comic art galleries, and festivals were

given. Even the Sunday School children helped by selling various things, doing 
odd jobs, and donating the money for the fund.

Finally enough was raised to warrant the work being undertaken. Work 
was begun in the spring of 1890 and the building was finished the same year. 
This chapel, which we later called the Parish House, consisted of the building 
housing our library, the passage alongside, the parish office and back to the 
great hall. It was one large room, the windows on the south side the same as we 
have now, and on the north end were placed two of the mullioned windows 
removed from the church during the remodelling described below.

The same building committee appointed in 1888 to look after the chapel 
(parish house) when there was money enough, were to look after the changes 
in the church proper. In April, 1890, contracts were signed with Rouzer & 
Company of Dayton, for the work.

The work brought the general shape of the interior of the church to its 
present appearance. The chancel was built on to the north end. A new roof was 
put on the church and a new furnace installed and at this time individual 
members made handsome contributions. Mr. and Mrs. Amos Smith put in the 
beautiful Tiffany window in the chancel in memory of their daughter Elizabeth 
Renick Smith Wilson, who had died just the year before. Mr. and Mrs. Clark 
W. Story gave the handsome pulpit. Mr. Marcus Boggs paid for the middle 
aisle entrance. Mrs. J. C. (Lucy Fullerton) Douglas gave the organ; Mrs. 
Adeline Keith, the font. Mrs. T. N. Marfield and Mrs. Holcomb gave the 
windows that are still in the front of the church. The Sunday School gave the 
lectern and the communion rail. Miss Hattie Holcomb carved two of the alms 
basins that are still in use. The women of the parish raised and spent another 
thousand dollars on the carpet and furniture of the church and chancel. The 
rector, Mr. Fischer, besides giving liberally of money, gave the bench and 
prayer desk still used in the chancel by the rector. Other members gave various 
things until it was all complete. After the new organ was put in, the choir came 
down from the gallery in the back of the church, and were seated in pews 
running north and south on the platform at the side of the organ where the 
memorial altar now stands. The choir consisted of all adults and they were not 
vested. The new organ was supplied with air from a large bellows worked by 
hand. When we had services, the sexton would enter by a side door on the 
eastern side of the church, since blocked up, to work a large pump handle back 
of the organ to supply the necessary air for the organ pipes.

Dr. Fischer resigned May 19, 1893, after faithfully serving the parish for 
sixteen years, the longest tenure up to that time and only equaled later by the



T he V ested C hoir of St . Andrew’s E piscopal M ission

S t. P a u l ’s P a rish , Chillicothe, Ohio. M ay, 1898 Rev. C has. W . B oot, M inister in Charge

Top row (from  left to right): M rs. P u l le n  B iederm an, M rs. E . J . C u tr ig h t,  B e r th a  A lle n .  
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late Father Leonard Hagger. Dr. Fischer was a bachelor, he was a talented 
man in many ways, being a violinist of no mean ability and well versed in the 
humanities. He was loved by his parishioners and by the community at large. 
On December 4, 1893, a call was sent to the Rev. Edgar Gardner Murphy, of 
Laredo, Texas, and he arrived here February 18, 1894.

It was during Mr. Murphy’s incumbancy that St. Andrew’s Mission was 
started, which proved to be one of the best moves in many years, for from this 
Mission St. Paul’s later gained many faithful and valued members. St. Andrew’s 
congregation first met in a building on the northwest corner of Main and Rose 
Streets, but soon built their own church building on the northwest corner of 
Fourth and Watt Streets. The first building has been torn down and the second 
is now a double residence. The guiding spirit at St. Andrew’s was Charles W. 
Boot, first a lay-reader who was made a Deacon, and later ordained a Priest at

services in St. Paul’s. To indicate the activity of the dedicated people in this 
Mission, in 1896 twenty-six were confirmed by Bishop Boyd Vincent; records 
of 1897 names thirty-three in the choir, and the choir was vested; three years 
before that of St. Paul’s. In 1899 there were thirty-three baptisms and in that 
year ninety families were on the congregation rolls. Due to financial difficulties, 
St. Andrew’s was absorbed by St. Paul’s in 1906 and its faithful members 
became members of our congregation. During the active years of this mission 
several young candidates for holy orders and deacons conducted services and 
acted as assistants at St. Paul’s.

Mr. Murphy resigned November 4, 1897. The minutes of the vestry record 
his letter indicating he was very happy here but must move to a warmer climate 
on account of the health of his wife, and the vestry accepted his resignation 
with deep regret. The Rev. Samuel N. Watson of Iowa City was then called 
and arrived in late November, 1897.

Dr. Watson was a scholarly man having not only a degree of Doctor of 
Divinity but he was a Doctor of Medicine as well. He started the vested choir, 
consisting of young boys, women and men. The present choir stalls were in
stalled and the vested choir, led by Miss Alice Bennett, had their first service 
Easter, 1900. Under her able direction the choir was a great success.

Mrs. Zimroy Downs, mother of Mrs. H. R. Brown, and the late Mrs. Robert 
Herron, gave the chancel choir stalls and also the large Bible on the lectern.

At the turn of the century it may be that St. Paul’s enjoyed a “Golden Age.” 
There were no automobiles, no radios, no movies, and of course, no television. 
Church services meant more to our people than they do, perhaps, today. The 
choir faithfully attended “choir practice” every Friday night—both boys and 
adults; Sunday School at 9:15 A.M. was well attended, the children polishing 
their pennies and nickels with silver polish before bringing them in to their 
service. Holy Communion service the first Sunday of the month and on every 
Saint’s Day. At morning prayer every psalm in the psalter for the day was read 
and also at evening prayer, not just one as is the present practice. Sermons 
somewhat longer than today, thirty to sixty minutes instead of fifteen or twenty 
minutes today. But the present length of sermons is no doubt an improvement, 
as attention wandered and heads nodded during long sermons.

Dr. Watson nearly always had an assistant and we then had a Deaconess, 
sister Sarah Broadwell, a dedicated Christian woman, who worked with the 
sick and destitute in the community.

St. Mark’s mission for the colored people was started at this time, services 
first being conducted in the Clinton building and they built their little mission



S t.  PAin,’s Episcopal C h u rch , Chillicothe, Ohio

on South Walnut Street in 1906. In 1902 the vestry bought what was then the 
E. P. Smith residence, 57 W. Fifth Street, for a rectory. Today it is the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. Edward T. Cook.

On November 15, 1903, Dr. Watson resigned because he did not believe in 
a rector staying too many years in the same charge. He moved to St. Paul’s, 
Akron, Ohio, and some years later he went to Paris, France, as rector of the 
American Church, serving during the first World War at that important post.

We next called the Rev. R. Grattan Noland who arrived in January, 1904. 
Before he took Holy Orders, Mr. Noland was a mining engineer; he was 
especially liked and successful among men, a brilliant speaker, a student and 
an executive. He was a member of the City Health Board and compiled its code. 
He was especially active during the great 1913 flood. St. Paul’s was the first 
building opened to care for the sufferers of that disaster, and Mr. Noland gave

of himself in caring for the people driven from their homes. Mr. Noland 
resigned September 17, 1913, because of poor health but he and Mrs. Noland 
stayed in Chillicothe, building a home on Carlisle Hill. Mr. Noland died here 
September 7, 1916, ending a strong life and beloved by the entire community.

A call was then issued to the Rev. George Kinney Johnson which was 
accepted and he held his first service in St. Paul’s October 7, 1913. In 1916 the 
north end of the parish house was remodelled, a kitchen going in where the 
men’s robing room now is. On April 22, 23 and 24, 1917, the parish cele
brated our Centennial. A full report is too long for this history but has been 
properly recorded. Both Bishop Vincent and our coadjutor bishop, the Rt. Rev. 
Theodore I. Reese, honored the parish with their presence.

In 1917 Camp Sherman was built north of town where as many as 60,000 
men were stationed at one time. A footnote to the minutes of a vestry meeting 
held February 3, 1918, written by Mr. Harry Bennett, gives the following in
teresting account of the war activities carried on by the parish under the leader
ship of the rector, Mr. Johnson; “Ever since the first troops of the Ohio National 
Guard reached this place, in the beginning of the construction of Camp Sher
man, this parish has maintained open house for soldiers every Saturday evening. 
This began in June, 1917, and was continued for the men of the new National 
Army. Coffee and cake were served without charge, and the men were made to 
feel at home. No distinction of creed was made, and all were welcome. Fre
quently more than 300 enjoyed St. Paul’s hospitality in one evening. St. Paul’s 
was the first to entertain troops.”

On Friday, February 20, 1920, the parish and community were stunned by 
the sudden death of the Rev. Mr. Johnson from pneumonia following influenza 
which he contracted after his return from the sad journey to Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, where he had buried his beloved wife just thirteen days before. Mr. 
Johnson was loved and admired, and his untimely death cut short a brilliant 
service to the church.

Services were conducted for a time by Mr. Bennett as lay-reader until the 
arrival of our next rector the Rev. Francis R. Lee from Franklin, Virginia, 
who had his first service November 21, 1920. One of the important events in 
the life of the parish under Mr. Lee’s rectorship was the building of St. Paul’s 
Hall, the shell of our present facilities in the north section of our property. It 
was then sixty feet from east to west and forty feet from north to south. It gave 
us necessary room for an expanded Church School and temporary bleachers 
were put up on two sides for basketball games, and the hall was used for church 
suppers and meetings. Its cost was over $16,000.00 and the parish incurred



quite a debt for its building which worried many in the parish, but like all our 
troubles, the debt was not an insuperable problem and was finally paid off. The 
Rev. Mr. Lee tendered his resignation at the Parish Meeting January, 1926. 
Mr. Lee had endeared himself to the entire community and his resignation was 
accepted with great regret. He became Dean of the Pro-Cathedral at Hastings, 
Nebraska, where he died some years ago.

The parish next extended a call to the Rev. Thomas Donaldson of Easton, 
Maryland, who arrived July 1, 1926. One of the outstanding events of his brief 
period here was holding a Mission during Holy Week in 1927, but let us quote 
from the rector’s report to the parish for 1927:

“The outstanding event of our Parish lije in 1927 was the Mission held 
during Holy Week by the Rev. Frederick W. Clayton, D.D., then 
President of Tabor College, Iowa. After several weeks of preparation 
by the Rector, Dr. Clayton commenced his week’s stay in the Parish 
on Palm Sunday evening with a fair congregation. The services of the 
Mission consisted of Holy Communion daily at 7:00 and 10:00 in 
the morning and the Mission service in the evening. The attendance 
grew with each night, culminating on Easter Sunday with a great con
gregation which filled the Church. Dr. Clayton made a profound im
pression upon those who heard him and we cannot but feel that 
many were brought closer to God because of his preaching.”

It was in 1927 that the vestry approved Bernard Hummel to become a candidate 
for Holy Orders. The Rev. Mr. Hummel now has a parish in Minneapolis.

In that year the Church Basketball League proved a great success. Eight 
teams from eight different churches in Chillicothe were represented in the 
league, all the games of which were played on the floor of St. Paul’s Hall. Our 
team won the first-half schedule but lost the second-half and was finally beaten 
in the play-off by the First Presbyterian Church team. The purpose of the 
schedule was to promote good fellowship and friendship among the churches. 
But at the end of the series feelings ran high and for a short time the purpose 
of the league was somewhat forgotten.

The Rev. Mr. Donaldson submitted his resignation to the vestry on January 
15, 1928, effective March 1st, to accept a call from St. Alban’s, Columbus.

The Douglas family had a handsome bronze tablet placed on the west wall 
of the church. The parish appreciated this gift but feeling that this might set a 
precedent that might get out of hand, the vestry, December 3, 1928, by resolu

tion ordered that no more tablets could be placed on the wall of the church.
December 14, 1928, a call was extended to the Rev. Hubert J. Buckingham 

of Christ Church, Harvard, Illinois. This was accepted and Father Buckingham 
conducted our Christmas services that month in a manner that had never been 
surpassed for beauty and dignity. Father Buckingham gave us the beautiful 
creche which we still use for the Christmas season. A gifted artist, he stressed 
the liturgical importance and beauty of the services of the church.

In June, 1929, since the cost of remodelling and repairing the old rectory 
on the east^ide of the church would be prohibitive, the vestry ordered that the 
present occupants be requested to vacate at once, and the old building was 
torn down.

Up to this time, at the Annual Parish Meetings it had been the custom to 
usually re-elect the same men to the vestry year after year. Since it was felt that 
it would be well to give more members of the parish the honor and responsi
bility of serving on the vestry, at the parish meeting in January, 1932, a reso
lution was adopted that we have a rotating system. With nine being the number 
of vestrymen, besides the two wardens, three new vestrymen were to be elected 
each year to serve for three years, and at the expiration of a three-year term, 
that person was not eligible for re-election until at least a year had elapsed.

January 28, 1937, the Rev. Fr. Buckingham resigned to accept a parish in 
Oklahoma. For most of this year the Rev. Mr. Sherburn of St. Philip’s, Circle- 
ville, agreed to conduct Holy Communion at St. Paul’s at the 7:30 A.M. service 
and Morning Prayer was conducted by several lay-readers from Cincinnati, 
especially a Mr. Bush, who also conducted confirmation classes.

October, 1937, the General Convention of the Episcopal Church was held 
in Cincinnati. We felt it a great honor that St. Paul’s choir was invited to join 
with other choirs to sing at the opening ceremonies of the convention.

November, 1937, the Rev. Frederick King accepted a call as our rector. 
He came from Traverse City, Michigan. One of the new things instituted by 
Mr. King was an impressive celebration of Tenebrae on Holy Thursday each 
year. And on Ascension Day, 1938, our bishop, the Rt. Rev. Henry W. Hobson, 
confirmed a class of thirty, which the vestry minutes stated was a record up to 
that time.

In the summer of 1938 Chillicothe celebrated the Sesquicentennial of the 
North West Territory. Since our city had been the capital of that great part of our 
country, a big parade was a part of the celebration. St. Paul’s entry was Mr. Isaac 
Cook riding a horse, dressed as a circuit rider preacher, impersonating the 
Rt. Rev. Philander Chase, the beloved first bishop of Ohio.



On October 6, 1938, the vestry approved a contract with W. H. Ringwald 
and Sons to install a new hot water heating system in the church, including a 
new furnace, circulating pump and stoker; the cost to be $4,200.00.

September 8, 1941, the vestry approved the purchase of type “A” Deagan 
chimes to be installed in the church belfry, this being made possible by a 
bequest in the will of a long-time faithful member of St. Paul’s, J. Harold 
Howson. And through the generosity of his brother Mr. James Howson the 
amplification system for the chimes was added.

In late 1941, a member of the parish, Mr. Benjamin Lanning, who was 
maintenance engineer at the Veterans’ Hospital, made an inspection of the 
wooden columns holding up the floor of the church. He found them in very 
bad condition. New steel columns were obtained and under the generous super
vision of Mr. Lanning, they were put in place of the old wooden ones, and 
our underpinning will now last indefinitely.

In 1942 a special fund was collected from members of the parish for 
re-decorating the church and the purchase of new carpeting. On October 4th 
of that year the 125th anniversary of our parish was celebrated by a special 
service where our bishop, the Rt. Rev. Henry W. Hobson, was the preacher. 
Due to the illness of our rector at this time, many of our services were con
ducted by the Rev. David Barre, who endeared himself to our congregation by 
his sound churchmanship and inspiring sermons.

The health of our rector continued to deteriorate, and March 1, 1943, the 
Rev. Frederick D. King resigned, and on April 9, 1943, our dear friend and 
rector died at the rectory. A few days later a most impressive funeral service was 
conducted by Bishop Hobson, attended by many of the clergy from near-by 
parishes. Father Barre conducted the services for the balance of the year.

November 8, 1943, the vestry extended a call to the Ven. Leonard P. 
Hagger, Archdeacon of the Diocese of Michigan. This was accepted. Father 
and Mrs. Hagger felt that our rectory on Fifth Street was too large for them 
and so in December, 1943, the parish purchased from John and Howard Golds- 
berry the property at 367 Fairway Avenue for $12,000.00 and later in 1944 
the old Fifth Street rectory was sold for $8,500.00 and the vacant lot north of 
the new rectory, corner of Fairway and Allen Avenues, was bought for $900.00.

On the evening of January 10, 1944, an enthusiastic parish meeting 
attended by 225, preceded by a dinner, was held to welcome Father and Mrs. 
Hagger. Bishop Hobson was present and gave an inspiring address, after which 
the meeting went into the church, and the bishop conducted the impressive 
service of “Institution” of Father Hagger as rector of our parish.

In November, 1945, the vestry provided that a new kitchen be put in along 
the west wall of St. Paul’s Hall. Also at this time Mrs. Spencer Nye Cook pro
vided funds for new Gothic lanterns in the church in memory of her husband.

At the Parish Meeting held February 4, 1945, the Senior and Junior 
Wardens, having served for several years and feeling that other members of the 
parish be permitted the honor of serving as wardens, offered the following 
resolution which had been prepared by Bishop Hobson at their request: 
R esolved: “That in this parish no man may accept election as Church 

Warden for more than three years in succession.”
The Resolution was adopted.
At the vestry meeting December 6, 1948, Father Hagger reported that in 

the five years that he had been in the parish he had presented 112 persons for 
confirmation, an average of 22 per year, that we then had 343 active communi
cants and during 1948 he had made 974 parish calls.

At a meeting of the vestry August 6, 1951, a resolution was unanimously 
adopted thanking Mr. A. I. “Bruz” Cahill for faithfully conducting morning 
prayer each summer during our rector’s vacation, and a paragraph of the 
resolution stated: “The services of morning prayer were led by Mr. Cahill with 
such beauty and dignity that the members of the parish received great inspira
tion and encouragement in our common worship.”

In October, 1953, it was ordered that all the minutes of the vestry from 
1817 to this date, along with baptismal records be micro-filmed. This was done 
and the poshive is deposited in the Ross County Historical Society and the 
negative is in the vaults of the Diocese in Cincinnati.

During 1955 there was much discussion as to whether we should buy a new 
organ or rebuild our old one. After consulting several authorities, we were told 
that our old organ had remarkable beauty of tone, so a contract was signed with 
the Wicks Organ Company to rebuild our present organ with an electrical 
action system and new console and a complete overhauling of the organ for 
$12,346.00. After this was accomplished we had a larger and completely 
modern organ with the desirable tones of our old one.

In 1956 there was much discussion of the crying need for expanded facilities 
for the Church School and a committee was appointed to consider all possi
bilities. Several plans were considered and finally December 2, 1957, the com
mittee was authorized to accept the plans of Ken Evans, Inc., which provided 
for rebuilding our Parish House and St. Paul’s Hall and a second floor was to be 
added to the latter, a new kitchen to be built and furnishings for the Church 
School provided. Just about what we have at the present time. The cost to be no



more than $95,000.00. These plans were presented to the Parish Meeting 
January 14,1958, and by a secret vote by ballot the plans were approved 80 to 5.

Instead of employing the services of a professional fund raising company, 
which was at first thought necessary, it was finally decided that we could raise 
the funds by our own efforts and Mr. Francis S. Pope accepted the chairman
ship of “St. Paul’s Building Fund.” Pledges running over three years were 
requested. In June Mr. Pope reported that over $75,000.00 had been pledged. 
Since bills of the contractor had to be paid as the work progressed and as the 
pledges were to run over a three-year period, it was necessary to borrow as 
much as $60,000.00 at one time. With the exception of $10,000.00 taken from 
the unrestricted endowment funds, the entire cost of this undertaking was paid 
by members of the parish and the last of the debt at the bank was paid April 17, 
1964. The new facilities were put in use tfuring April, 1959.

June 2, 1959, the vestry requested Father Hagger to write a description of 
the significance of each of the Memorial Windows in the nave of the church. 
It is only proper that this description be included in this history.

1934 Mrs. Annie McClintock Strong gave the window beside the 
door into the Parish Hall in memory of her sisters, Miss Petrea 
McClintock and Mrs. Sarah McC. Pruyn. Christ is the central 
theme in both lancets, with the inscription on one side “He 
took them in His arms”; “and blessed them” on the other.

1943 Facing this window, the first on the east side, is in memory of 
the Larrimore and Doddridge families, parents of the donor.
Miss Serepta Larrimore, and made by the Schmitt Studios, 
Chicago. Both lancets have Christ and events in His life.

1957 The Brown-Tomlinson window is next on the east side. The 
main figure in one lancet is St. Luke, holding a mortar and 
pestle, the words are “Beloved Physician” with two medal
lions under it. This was given in memory of Dr. Henry R. 
Brown by his wife. St. Paul is the central figure in the other 
lancet with his traditional symbol: a sword and book. Above 
the words: “Who art Thou, Lord,” with medallion repre
senting significant incidents in his life. The words “Apostle to 
the Gentiles.” This lancet was given by Mrs. Emma B. Tom
linson, in memory of John D. Tomlinson, her husband.

1958 The last window on the east side was installed in the Bap
tistry. At the time, given anonymously, it has the inscription:
“To the glory of God and in loving memory of all Christians

heretofore unremembered.” The first lancet has the figure of 
John the Baptist, baptizing Jesus, with the dove of the Holy 
Spirit and the words “My Beloved Son.” John holds a rustic 
crossed staff and the Shell of Baptism. The other lancet has 
Nicodemus holding a lantern, coming to Christ by night. The 
words are “Ye must be born again.”

Your historian may now tell that this window was given by 
Mr. and Mrs. A. I. “Bruz” Cahill.

1957 The second window on the west side is dedicated to Frank G. 
Uhrig and his wife, Anna K. Uhrig, by bequest. St. Barnabas 
is the dominant figure in Mr. Uhrig’s lancet, with the words 
“He was a good man.” Dorcas is the central theme in Mrs. 
Uhrig’s lancet; she is holding a small child’s garment, and the 
words “Full of good works” over the figure. The medallion 
under both sides represent an angelic choir.

1960 The third window on the west side, the first lancet is the 
figure of St. John holding a lamp and shield, the words 
“Follow me.” The medallion under it represents episodes in 
his life. The second lancet has St. Mary, Mother of Jesus, one 
smaller figure has The Babe in her arms, the other has St.
Mary after the crucifixion. This window was given with the 

’ inscription “Members of the Nye Family.”
Among the notes in Father Hagger’s file about the windows, 

it shows that five of the windows were made by McConnick 
Associates in Boston. They write, “All the color of our win
dows is in the body of the glass itself. The result of metallic 
oxides incorporated in the glass in its molten condition.” 

September 6, 1959, the 125th anniversary of our church building was cele
brated by a special service of Holy Communion in the church, followed by a 
reception in our new St. Paul’s Hall.

In October, 1959, it was disclosed to the vestry that our beloved rector. 
Father Hagger, was seriously ill and at the November meeting his request for 
retirement on December 31, 1959, was granted with deep regret. Father Hagger 
had been with us for sixteen years, and our parish had a steady growth in all 
departments during his tenure. He and Mrs. Hagger will both be sadly missed 
by all in St. Paul’s parish. They moved to Clearwater, Florida, but Father 
Hagger did not have long to enjoy his new home as he passed to Life Eternal 
that same year, viz 1960.
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In January, 1960, the Reverend A. Raymond Betts of Xenia, Ohio, accepted 
a call as our rector, and he and his charming family arrived in Chillicothe on a 
snowy night, the eve of Ash Wednesday.

In 1961 the rector assumed responsibility for Trinity Mission in McArthur, 
Ohio, with the assistance of Mr. C. Albert Fromm, lay-reader. Cordial relations 
have existed between the two churches and the McArthur congregation pre
sented St. Paul’s with the brick to build a five-foot wall screening the parking lot.

Mr. James Hart of St. Paul’s Parish became a candidate for Holy Orders in 
1961. After graduation from Bexley Hall, he is now Rector of the Warren 
County, Ohio, Shared Ministry. Mr. Hart’s candidacy was the inspiration for 
the establishment of the Martha Trimble Bennett Scholarship Fund named for 
a long-time teacher and distinguished member of St. Paul’s Parish. Pledges to 
this fund are made during the Every-Member Canvass and the proceeds are 
sent each year to the Bishop to provide financial assistance to divinity students.

An important addition to parish life was made during this period with the 
establishment of the Church Library in the Parish House. Comfortably fur-

.

nished by the Churchwomen’s Fund, the Library now contains about 800 
volumes. The Library has been entirely supported by contributions and has 
greatly benefited from gifts by Mr. Amasa D. Sproat in memory of his sister. 
Miss Martha Evans Sproat.

Community service projects started during Mr. Betts’ ministry include Boy 
Scouts, a Hospital Guild, Vacation Bible School and a tutoring program at the 
Junior High School level, called “Operation Boost.”

In 1962 the church was attractively re-decorated and a new red carpet 
installed. A Memorial Side-Altar was dedicated in 1967 to the memory of 
Mr. A. I. “Bruz” Cahill, Mr. Robert Berno and others.

With the work of the parish becoming ever more complex, on May 6, 1965, 
the vestry approved the call of the Reverend F. Allyn Walker to act as Asso
ciate Rector. When the Reverend Mr. Betts accepted a call to become rector of 
Grace Church, Cincinnati, last year, the vestry appointed Mr. Walker as Priest- 
In-Charge.

There is much that has been omitted from this history, as your historian well 
knows. Credit should be given to so many organizations and to so many faithful 
workers in the parish. The only excuse that he has, is that if he started to list 
names, it would be a long list indeed, and some person would be left out.

For those of you who are still with us, “May God Bless You” and for the 
many hundreds who have passed to Life Eternal “May They Rest in Peace and 
Light Perpetual Shine Upon Them.”

A u st in  P. Story ,
Historian

A cknowledgements:
Most of the material has been taken from the Minutes of the Vestry, 

all of them having been read.
Much of the material from the early days of the parish has been taken 

from the history written by the late Mr. Henry Holcomb Bennett for the 
centennial celebration of 1917.

Other material has been received through the kindness of Mrs. Otis 
J. Story, Mr. C. Albert Fromm and Mrs. William Medert.
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THE VESTRY
Mr. Richard Ringwald, Senior Warden 

Mr. Tennent Hoey, Junior Warden

Mr. Richard Dolan 
Mr. Charles Gilsdorf 
Mr. Peter Wrist

Mr. D onald B reth  
Mr. Bernard Stacey  
Mrs. a . I. C a h ill

Mr. Frank Baker 
Mr. Paul Seufzer 
Mr. Robert Hamm

THESE T W E N T Y -O N E  PRIESTS H A V E SERVED A S  

RECTORS OF ST. PAUL'S,.CHILLICOTHE, O H IO

The Rev. Ezra B. Kellog 
The Rev. John Bausman 
The Rev. Edward W. Peet 
The Rev. James B. Britton 
The Rev. L. M. Freeman 
The Rev. G. W. DuBois 
The Rev. William K. Rogers 
The Rev. James B. Britton 
The Rev. William Brittain 
The Rev. A. R. Stuart 
The Rev. Charles R. Fischer 
The Rev. Edgar G. Murphy 
The Rev. S. N. Watson 
The Rev. R. Grattan Noland 
The Rev. George K. Johnson 
The Rev. Francis R. Lee 
The Rev. Thomas Donaldson 
The Rev. Hubert J. Buckingham 
The Rev. Frederick D. King 
The Rev. Leonard P. Hagger 
The Rev. A. Raymond Betts 
The Rev. F. Allyn Walker

1821 - 1825 
1827 - 1832 
1833 - 1841 
1842- 1849 
1849 - 1856 
1857 - 1862
1862 - 1863
1863 - 1867 
1868 - 1871 
1871 - 1876 
1877 - 1893 
1893 - 1897 
1897 - 1903 
1904- 1913 
1913 - 1920 
1920- 1926 
1926- 1928 
1928 - 1937 
1937- 1943 
1944- 1959 
1960 - 1966 
1966-

COM M ITTEE FOR SESQUICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION
Mr. E. a . Hoey, Chairman 

Mrs. James V. Robinson, Co-Chairman Mr . H arold Breiel, Treasurer

anniversary weekend
Mr. Richard Ringwald, Chairman 

Church Services
The Rev. F. Allyn Walker, 

Chairman 
Mrs. Charles Evans, Jr.
Dr. Joseph McK ell 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Wrist 
Mr. Tom Macbrair 

Reception
Mrs. Cyrus Waldren, Chairman 
Mrs. Don Morris 
Mrs. John Street 
Mrs. Paul Seufzer 
Mrs. Troy Klepinger 
Mrs. William Medert 
Mrs. Otto Musselman 
Mrs. Emerson Wolcott 
Mrs. Charles G ilsdorf 
Mrs. Jack Berno 
Mrs. Frank Baker 
Mrs. Austin P. Story 
Miss G eorgina K innie 
Mrs. John Davis 

Recital
Mr. Fred Culp, Chairman 
Mrs. R ichard Ringwald 
Mrs. Cornell H unter 

Young People’s Activities 
Mr. and Mrs. R ichard Dolan, 

Chairmen 
Mrs. G eorge Hummel 
Mrs. a . P. Story, Jr.

HISTORY 
Mr. E. a . H oey, Chairman 

Historian
Mr. Austin P. Story 

Brochure
Mr. C. Albert Fromm 
Mrs. Lloyd Yochum 
Mrs. H arry Brown 
Mr. a . P. Story, Jr. 

Commemorative Plates 
Mrs. William Ramsey 
Mrs. Paul Stonerock 

Memorabilia
Mr. John Yaple, Chairman 
Mr. and Mrs. H arold Breiel 
Miss Mary H erron 
M iss V irginia Perrin

Former Members Mailing List 
Mrs. Otis Story, Chairman 
Mrs. John Tomlinson 
Mrs. Charles Evans, Jr.
Miss Bertha Story 
M iss Jane Story 
Mrs. R ichard Enderlin 
Mrs. a .  I. Cahill 
Mrs. Martin Elberfeld 
M iss Aurelia G roninger 
Mr. Robert Gaynor 
M iss Carmelita G aynor 
M iss Dorothy D unlap 
Mrs. Evans Elliott 
Mrs. Emerson Wolcott 
Mrs. Frank Baker 

Book of Remembrance 
Mrs. a .  I. Cahill 
Mrs. Philip G ay

PHYSICAL IMPROVEMENTS
Mr. Tennent H oey, Chairman
Mrs. William R. Maull
Mr. John Davis
Mr. Ames N elson
Mr . G eorge H ummel
Mr. Y. C. Yang
Mr. B. J. Stacey
Mr . and Mrs. Howard Whitaker
Mr. James Cutright
Mr. Frank Baker
Mr . Cornell H unter
Mr. Robert McKell
Mr. j . Don Ratcliff
Mrs. John Tomlinson

SPECIAL AND
COMMUNITY-WIDE EVENTS

Mr. John Wissler, Chairman
Judge and Mrs. Wm . Brown
Mr. Richard Ringwald
Mrs. Benjam in  Bentley
Mrs. William A llyn
Mr. and Mrs. J. W ilson Smith
Mr. John Street
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Mason
Mr. Don Breth
Mrs. E. H. N iederauer
Mr. James Spencer

PUBLICITY
Mr. G ilbert Chandler 
Mr. Howard Oyer 
Mrs. Fred Snyder 
Mr. Tennent H oey
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Because we are celebrating the sesquicentennial of the consecration of a 
building, the emphasis of this historical summary is upon structures rather 
than upon people and events. Although life is a matter primarily of people 
and events, the structures serve a peculiar function as long-lived mementos 
of what has happened, and, to a degree, of the people involved. There is a 
mysterious fascination in looking at the form of a building, bearing the 
marks of the changes that it has undergb'ne, and reconstructing therefrom 
the life, times, needs, accomplishments and aspirations of the successive 
ranks of people whose work is thus represented. For the people of St. Paul’s, 
such feelings are especially poignant inasmuch as we are the direct heirs 
through faith of those who have constructed the edifices of St. Paul’s, with 
responsibility from the past for the present and future.

Reference must be made to the magnificent brochure produced in 1967 
upon the occasion of the sesquicentennial celebration of the founding of 
the Parish in 1817. This beautiful httle book is replete with names and 
events, although its author, Mr. Austin P. Story, notes that he too was 
forced to omit much material and many, many names. Much of our heritage 
is contained only in the folklore and stories passed from person to person, 
but each attempt at a tangible record reinforces the memories, saves some
thing from being lost.

James V. Robinson 
Acting Historian

The Week-End Sesquicentennial Celebration

Saturday, September 8, 1984
5:30 p.m. Evensong with Full Choir, The Rev. William V. Brook, Jr. 
7:00 p.m. Covered Dish Dinner
8:00 p.m. Address by The Right Rev. William G. Black, Bishop of the 

Diocese of Southern Ohio: “The Next 150 Years”

Sunday, September 9, 1984 
8:00 a.m. The Holy Eucharist

10:00 a.m. Confirmation and The Holy Eucharist, The Right Rev. 
Wilham G. Black

11:30 a.m. Reception for the Bishop and Confirmands in the Great Hall

The Sesquicentennial Committee

Planning Committee

Historical Brochure 
Memories 
Memorabilia 
Reception and Dinner

Mr. Clifford L. Peterson, Chairman 
Mr. C. Albert Fromm, Jr.
Mrs. Robert D. Lindsay
Mrs. Gordon H. Wing
The Rev. William V. Brook, Jr.

Dr. James V. Robinson 
Mrs. Clifford L. Peterson 
Miss Bertha Story and Miss Jane Story 
Mrs. C. Albert Fromm, Jr., and the ECW 
Parishioners of St. Paul’s

The Vestry

Dr. James V. Robinson, Senior Warden 
Mr. Kenneth M. Tomko, Junior Warden

Mrs. Ellen C. Flenniken 
Mrs. Ann N. Hoyt 
Mr. Robert D. Lindsay 
Mrs. Dorothy S. Maull 
Mr. Philip D. Murfitt

Mr. John B. Street 
Mr. Charles W. Wehrle 
Miss Dorothy D. Wells 
Mr. Stephen R. Zurmehly



THESE TWENTY-FOUR PRIESTS HAVE SERVED AS 
RECTORS OF ST. PAUL’S, CHILLICOTHE, OHIO

The Rev. Ezra B. Kellog 1821 - 1825
The Rev. John Bausman 1827 - 1832
The Rev. Edward W. Peet »» 1833 - 1841
The Rev. James B. Britton 1842 - 1849
The Rev. L. M. Freeman 1849 - 1856
The Rev. G. W. DuBois 1857 - 1862
The Rev. William K. Rogers 1862 - 1863
The Rev. James B. Britton 1863 - 1867
The Rev. William Brittain 1868 - 1871
The Rev. A. R. Stuart 1871 - 1876
The Rev. Charles R. Fischer 1877 - 1893
The Rev. Edgar G. Murphy 1893 - 1897
The Rev. S. N. Watson 1897 - 1903
The Rev. R. Grattan Noland 1904 - 1913
The Rev. George K. Johnson 1913 - 1920
The Rev. Francis R. Lee 1920 - 1926
The Rev. Thomas Donaldson 1926 - 1928
The Rev. Hubert J. Buckingham 1928 - 1937
The Rev. Frederick D. King 1937 - 1943
The Rev. Leonard P. Hagger 1944 - 1959
The Rev. A. Raymond Betts 1960 - 1966
The Rev. F. Allyn Walker 1966 - 1971
The Rev. Fred C. Wolf, Jr. 1971 - 1979
The Rev. William V. Brook 1979 -

ST. PAUL’S CHURCH EDIFICE: 1834 - 1984 
Chillicothe, Ohio

1834

1889
1890

1916

1925

1945

1955

1958

1934 - 1960 

1974

1980

On September 5, Bishop Charles P. Mcllvaine consecrated 
the new church building.
The Chapel was built (now the Parish House).
The Chancel was recessed on the north end of the church, 
the Tiffany window was installed in the Chancel behind the 
altar, and two memorial windows were installed at the back 
of the church.
The northeast corner of the Parish House was remodelled and 
and a kitchen building added.
St. Paul’s Hall and a connecting structure were built, intend
ed for Church School, church meetings, church suppers, and, 
by putting up temporary bleachers on each side, for basket
ball games. Some years later an elevated stage was built 
across the west end, for dramatic productions.
The stage at the west end of St. Paul’s Hall was removed and 
replaced by a kitchen (as at present). The old kitchen became 
robing and rest rooms.
The 1890 organ was overhauled. Additional pipes, a new 
console, and the Wicks electrical action were installed.
The Parish House was divided by partitions to make the 
Library, the Secretary’s office, and a separated passageway 
between the Church and St. Paul’s Hall.
A second storey was built inside of the shell of St. Paul’s 
Hall, for the Church School, and the kitchen was modernized. 

- The remaining six mullioned stained glass windows in the 
Church were replaced by memorial windows.
Four memorial windows were installed in the Parish House 
Library and two were installed in the high side-windows 
in the Chancel.
The Austin P. Story memorial steeple was added to the 
Church tower.
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THE CHURCH BUILDING

Contracts for the new church were let in 1832. In a quaint little book is 
a partial list of subscribers to the work, among whom we find James T. 
Worthington giving 10,000 bricks.

The interior of the church in 1834 was rectangular. At the north end a 
platform ran across the whole width of the church. On this stood the pulpit 
to the east side and the font at the west. Against the wall at east and west 
ran benches with dividing arms, on which sat visiting clergy and dignitaries. 
Two windows were in the north end of the chiuch, and at the end, standing 
a little way from the wall, was a screen of oak, behind which was a door 
leading to a vestry. Before the screen stood two chairs, for the Bishop on his 
visits, and the rector. There were three blocks of pews: a row along the east 
wall, then a block in the center divided by partitions down the middle, and 
a row along the west wall. There were two aisles, between the center block 
and the side rows. At the north end of either side row was a large square 
pew as big as four of the ordinary pews, with seats running around the four 
sides. At the south end of the church was a gallery running across the width 
of the church, reached by stairs from the vestibule. Later, the choir used the 
center part of this gallery, and the music came from behind the congregation. 
The cost for building this church was $9,416, while the rector’s salary was 
$450 per year.

The “committee on heated air” got a furnace installed before 1834 was 
over. In January, 1835, the vestry ordered the sexton to prohibit all persons 
from having access to the furnace for the purpose of filling foot-stoves for 
the congregation.

In 1835, the ladies of the congregation undertook to raise money to finish 
the basement so that Sunday School, entertainments, and Wednesday even
ing meetings could be held in it. In 1841, the church basement was loaned 
to the Second Presbyterian Church, for their temporary use after a fire de
stroyed their church at Paint and Fifth Streets. In 1941, the wooden 
columns supporting the church floor were replaced by steel.

In 1872, the old rectangular windows were replaced with mullioned win
dows of stained glass fitted into the gothic arches of the wall openings. Two 
of these windows were removed to the north wall of the Parish House, in 
1890, where they stayed until 1925, and the last one was taken out from the

Facing Page: The interior of the Church in the mid 1920’s. Note the 
chandelier, sconces, dark beams, and font.



west side of the church in 1960 when the Nye memorial window was install
ed. Several were stored in the undercroft. Also in 1872, a large central 
chandelier was installed in the nave, but it was placed in storage in the under
croft in 1945 when the present gothic lanterns were installed. The original 
was for gas, but it was converted for electricity in 1919.

The changes of 1890 were described as, “very simple. In the south, the 
gallery was removed, and a door cut through the north wall of the tower. 
In the north, the two ends of the old chancel were converted into an organ 
loft and a vestry room. This resulted in a very satisfactory recessed chancel. 
New pews, beams in the ceiling, the new organ, pulpit and baptismal font 
did the rest.” The choir were seated in pews on the platform at the side of 
the organ. For services, the sexton would enter by a door on the eastern 
side of the church, since blocked up, tcf*pump the large handle connected 
to the bellows to supply the necessary air for the organ pipes. Vesting the 
choir began in 1900 and has continued to the present day, obviously related 
to the change from an invisible choir in the gallery at the back to a highly 
visible choir in the front.

The steeple was erected in 1980, a gift from Mrs. Cordelia Story in 
memory of her husband, Austin P. Story. The flat, truncated tower of St. 
Paul’s was a famous landmark, crying for completion, but having to wait 
146 years.

Memorial Windows. All of the eleven windows within the church are mem
orial windows. Starting with the window on the east wall at the front and 
proceeding around the inside, they are as follows:

1. (East front) Given by Miss Serepta Larrimore in memory of the 
families of her parents, Larrimore and Doddridge. Both lancets show Christ 
and events in His life. Made by the Schmitt Studios, Chicago.

2. (East middle) Given in 1957 as a Brown-Tomlinson memorial. The 
lancet in which the main figure is St. Luke holding a mortar and pestle was 
given in memory of Dr. Henry R. Brown by his wife. The words are, 
“Beloved Physician,” and two medallions are underneath. The lancet in 
which St. Paul is the central figure was given in memory of John D. 
Tomlinson by his wife, Emma Brown Tomlinson. St. Paul is identified by 
his traditional symbols, a sword and a book, and the words are, “Who art 
Thou Lord.” The medallion represents significant events of his life. Made 
by McConnick Associates, Boston.

3. (East back) Given in 1958 by Mrs. and Mrs. A. I. Cahill, with the

inscription, “To the glory of God and in loving memory of all Christians 
heretofore unremembered.” The first lancet has the figure of John the 
Baptist baptizing Jesus, with the dove of the Holy Spirit and the words, 
“My Beloved Son.” John holds a rustic crossed staff and the Shell of 
Baptism. The other lancet has Nicodemus holding a lantern, coming to 
Christ by night. The words are, “Ye must be born again.” Made by 
McConnick Associates, Boston.

4. (South east) Given in 1890 by Mrs. Holcomb in memory of Harriet 
D. Holcomb and Ida St. J. Holcomb.

5. (South west) Given in 1890 by Mrs. T. N. Marfield.
6. (West back) Given in 1960, with the inscription, “Members of the 

Nye family.” The first lancet is the figure of St. John holding a lamp and 
shield, with the words, “Follow me.” The medallion under it represents 
episodes in his life. The second lancet shows Mary, Mother of Jesus. One 
smaller figure has The Babe in her arms, the other shows Mary after the 
Crucifixion. Made by McConnick Associates, Boston.

7. (West middle) Given in 1957 by bequest and dedicated to Frank G. 
Uhrig and his wife, Anna K. Uhrig. St. Barnabas is the dominant figure in 
Mr. Uhrig’s lancet, with the words, “He was a good man.” Dorcas is the cen
tral theme in Mrs. Uhrig’s lancet. She is holding a small child’s garment, with 
the words, “Full of good works,” over the figure. Made by McConnick 
Associates, Boston.

8. (West front) Given in 1934 by Mrs. Annie McClintock Strong in 
memory of her sisters. Miss Petrea McClintock and Mrs. Sarah McC. Pruyn. 
Christ is the central figure in both lancets, with the inscription, “He took 
them in his arms,” on one side, “And blessed them,” on the other. Made 
by McConnick Associates, Boston.

9. (Chancel behind altar) Given in 1890 by Mr. and Mrs. Amos Smith in 
memory of their daughter, Elizabeth Renick Smith Wilson, who died in 
1889. The risen Christ is shown in the center. Mary Magdalene is in the left 
foreground seated before the empty tomb, with Easter lilies on the right. 
The three crosses of Calvary are silhouetted on the distant horizon. Made by 
Tiffany, New York.

10. (Chancel right side) Given in 1974 in memory of Stella Winifred 
Cook and Cecil H. Cook, parents of Mrs. James Marr Cutright. The lancet 
window depicts the triumphant Lamb of God. Made by McConnick 
Associates, Boston.

11. (Chancel left side) Given in 1974 in memory of Minnie Alice Cutright



and Elijah Cutright, Jr., parents of J. F. Cutright. The window matches the 
one across the Chancel from it, and depicts the Holy Spirit descending as a 
dove, as at the baptism of Jesus. Made by McConnick Associates, Boston.

The reredos which stood behind the altar of the 1821 St. Paul’s and is now in the Library 
of the Parish House.

THE PARISH HOUSE

The present Parish House was built for use as a chapel in 1889. It con
sisted of one large room, with a large gothic arch and stained glass window 
high in the south end, and two smaller arches and windows at the north end. 
The stained glass window at the south end is still there, visible from outside 
but masked from inside view by the remodelling of 1958. The windows at 
the north end were the mullioned stained glass windows removed from the 
back of the church when the present memorial windows were put in, in 
1890. These windows were again removed and the arches bricked up when 
St. Paul’s Hall was built in 1925.

The windows now visible from inside the Library, as well as from outside, 
are four small rectangular windows, three directly under the arched window, 
and a fourth to the west, symmetrical from the outside with the door to the 
Parish House. These four windows are matching memorials, installed during 
Trinitytide, 1974. Each features clear, lensed, leaded, diamond panes and 
an oval medalhon in color. Blue glass in each upper corner shapes a gothic 
arch. Starting from the east wall, the memorials are:

1. Walter Sprague Story, 1868 - 1956, and 
Carrie Denning Story, 1869 - 1929.

2. and 3. Edwin Anderson Hoey, 1898 - 1970.
4. Martha Evans Sproat, 1881 - 1958.

During the remodeling of 1958, when partitions and ceilings were put in 
which created the rooms for the Library and the parish secretary’s Office, 
the panelled, vaulted, wooden ceiling of 1889 was removed, but a portion 
of it was replaced to form the present panelled vaulted ceiling visible in the 
Library.

In 1982, the reredos which had stood behind the altar of the original St. 
Paul’s on Walnut Street (1821) was installed against the north wall of the 
Library, having been resurrected from storage at the Ross County Historical 
Society and then taken to the shop of Gay and Chaffin. Restored and 
decorated, this screen splendidly complements the style of the Library, bring
ing with it an appropriate reminder of the first house of worship of the 
Parish, and indeed the first of the Episcopal Church to be consecrated west 
of the Alleghenies. (See the photograph on the preceding page.)



ST. PAUL’S HALL

An important event occurred in the life of the Parish about 1925, when 
St. Paul’s Hall was built. It was sixty feet from east to west and forty feet 
from north to south, with no ceilings but a roof 28 to 35 feet above the 
floor. Its cost was over $ 16,000, and the Parish struggled with the debt in
curred. While the Church benefited from the expanded room for Church 
School, meetings and meals, the community benefited from the basketball 
court. In 1927, eight teams from eight different churches formed the Church 
Basketball League, and all games were played at St. Paul’s. The purpose of 
the League was to promote good fellowship and friendship among the 
churches, but at the end of the series feelings ran high and for a time the 
purpose of the League was endangered. A trap door against the east wall 
covered a stairway, down which the teams could go to the showers and 
dressing rooms beneath. The remnants of these facilities can still be seen, 
although the trap door and stairway are gone, beyond the present furnace 
room.

When the stage was built across the west end of St. Paul’s Hall, the com
munity activities shifted from basketball to dances and social affairs. Com
munity dances were held there until remodelling began in 1958. The need 
for the stage was secondary to the need for robing rooms and men’s and 
women’s rooms, so in 1945 these functions were put into the space next to 
the Parish House where the kitchen had been built, and the kitchen moved 
to the former stage area in St. Paul’s Hall.

The second storey of St. Paul’s Hall, housing the Church School, is sup
ported entirely on a structure of steel, the original shell serving as a curtain 
wall. Holes were made in the old floor to give access to the ground beneath, 
cement foundation pillows were poured, and the supporting steel posts 
bolted to them. Additional space for the Church School was obtained at the 
same time by raising the walls of the small connecting buildings, thus extend
ing the second storey. The old structure featured an enormous fireplace in 
the south wall, near the door at the east end, with an outside chimney of 
matching gargantuan proportions; obviously intended for the only source of 
heat in St. Paul’s Hall. The site of these structures provided room for the 
stairway, without much change in the outside appearance. This construction 
in 1958 cost $95,000, with an additional $10,000 for kitchen and church 
school equipment. St Paul’s Hall continues to be an important meeting 
place for community service.

T_J clr
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THE RECTORIES

On February 6, 1843, the vestry authorized the building of a rectory on 
the lot east of the church. This house ceased to be the rectory after 1902, 
and was rented out. In June, 1929,since the cost of remodelling and repair
ing the old rectory would be prohibitive, the vestry ordered that the occu
pant be requested to vacate at once, and the old Ijuilding was torn down. 
The lot was sold and has been used for parking ever since.

In 1902, the vestry bought the house at 57 West Fifth Street for a rectory. 
This ceased to be used as a rectory and was sold in 1944.

In 1943, the house at 367 Fairway Avenue was purchased for a rectory, 
and the adjacent lot to the north was added in 1944. The house was extend
ed to the north about 1963, with the addition of a family room downstairs 
and two bedrooms over it, the outside brick and ornamentation being so 
matched to the old structure as to make the addition almost indiscernible.

THE MISSIONS

The minutes of the vestry show that a mission church was built on the 
corner of Church and Chestnut Streets. Evidently this mission did not work 
out very well because the building was sold in 1849 for $266.

St. Andrew’s Mission was started in the period 1894-7, first meeting in a 
building on the northwest comer of Main and Rose Streets, but soon con- 
stmcting their own church building on the northwest corner of Fourth and 
Watt Streets. The first building has been torn down and the second is now a 
double residence. In spite of impressive activity, enthusiasm and accomplish
ment, financial difficulties caused this Mission to be absorbed by the con
gregation of St. Paul’s in 1906.

About 1900, St. Mark’s Mission was established for black people. Ser
vices were first conducted in the Clinton Building (Water and Walnut Streets), 
and a mission building was constructed on South Walnut Street in 1906. The 
Mission was in use until the mid-1940’s, when, due to poor attendance, the 
Diocese decided to discontinue support, and the Mission was closed.

MEMORIES
(Compiled by Nan Peterson)

On these pages are memories of St. Paul’s Church from some of our 
older members. The period of time ranges from 1915 to 1945. Almost 
everyone I talked to had some fond memories of the people in the Chiuch 
and of the Church building itself. St. Paul’s seems to have been a happy, 
busy place.

In the family room of the Breiel residence, hanging on the wall, are two 
large S-irons from “the first church’’ (1821). These S-irons were connected 
by a long one-inch square iron rod, a piece of which stands behind the 
Breiel’s door in case of burglars. This rod went from one side of the church 
to the other and supported the walls so they would not bow out.

Many people remember the Twelfth Night dinners organized by Cordelia 
Story, and the Smorgasbords. The tables were set in the Parish Hall with 
beautiful candelabra. “I remember the wonderful dinners we had and what 
good times all of us had preparing them,’’ said Vi Wissler. She also remember
ed washing all of the dishes by hand!

Ida Cochrane Fromm, mother of A1 Fromm and Mary Ellen Lewis, work
ed in the sewing circle that made gowns for the Children’s Hospital in Cin
cinnati. The ladies met every Wednesday in Lent for lunch and sewing. 
This same sewing circle later turned into St. Anne’s Guild, about 1933. 
Cordelia Story made many beautiful linens for both of the altars in St. 
Paul’s. Mama Minnie Cutright, Jim (J.M.) Cutright’s grandmother, was al
ways at church doing something. Ella Cahill was in charge of the Altar 
Guild for many years. A personal memory of her was that, because of all 
the bracelets she always wore, she jingled as she walked up to take Com
munion.

Archdeacon Dodson, in 1913-1916, came up from Cincinnati every 
Wednesday afternoon in Lent, to St. Paul’s. He held services after school 
and preached to the children. A reward of a “little cross’’ was given to 
each child who brought five guests for all of the Lenten services, and, if 
anyone brought ten guests, they were given a “big cross.’’ Harold Breiel 
got a little cross when he was eight years old. He remembers two of his 
guests were Bob Dunkel and Elizabeth Dunkel. Anne Breiel received a big 
cross from bringing ten guests, some of whom were Lorine Sears, Margaret 
Ruhlman, Norma Spears Yochum, Virginia Perrin and Edith Neff. All of



these young people joined the Church. Norma Yochum, many remember, 
was the Church secretary for almost twenty years, for Father Hagger, Father 
Betts and Father Walker.

In 1921, Harry Bennett was Superintendent of the Sunday School. The 
classes were held in the room that is now the Library. The Nursery was in a 
room next to the Sacristy. Jane Story remembers a song the children used 
to sing:

Dropping, dropping pennies, hear the pennies fall.
Every one for Jesus, He will get them all.
Chorus: Dropping, dropping pennies.

Miss Patrea McChntock taught all the girls. Emma Brown Tomlinson remem
bers her as an all-business, no-nonsense teacher. Mrs. Lucy Douglas taught 
the boys’ class around 1922-1925. She Was a very popular teacher. The 
class was often entertained in her beautiful home on the corner of Paint 
and Fifth Streets. Everyone dressed in their best clothes. The Story sisters, 
Jane and Bertha, remember the dessert she served: small meringues hollowed 
out, with ice cream and strawberry jam on top. Mrs. Francis Hummel, 
Bernie to us, remembers that it was Mrs. Douglas who sent her husband s 
brother, Bernard Hummel, to seminary school in 1922. He was ordained and 
practiced his ministry in Christ Church, Cincinnati, for a number of years, 
then transferred to a church in Minneapohs, Minnesota. At Christmas the 
Sunday School had a program with a Santa Claus, played by Harry Bennett. 
Every child got a httle box of hard candy and an orange.

The Young People’s Group met in the Sunday School room, now the 
Library. Mrs. Eleanor Cook, mother of Rowena Nelson and Eudora Orr, was 
an advisor for this group from 1926 - 1928. Bill (W.H.) Maull was president 
during the World War II years. The Young People gave a plaque, which 
hangs in the vestibule, with the names of members of the Church who were 
in the armed services during World War II. The Group also gave the brass 
ewer used at baptismal services.

Bertha Story played center on the basketball team in the Girl’s Church 
League. These games were played in the Parish Hall. Some of the other 
players were Rowena Cook Nelson, Ruth Cook Heishman, Carolyn 
Groniger Carden, Elizabeth Diehl, Jane Brown Manning, Tita McCallum 
Biggs and her twin sister Maria. To be eligible to play, the girls had to go 
to Sunday School.

The Boys’ Basketball team of 1924 was composed of Bill Brown, Fid 
(F.X.) Hummel, Jimmy Sears, Philip Yaple and Charles Mills. St. Paul’s 
Baseball team of 1924 won the baseball championship. Charles Mills and 
Bill (Judge W.B.) Brown were captains. Ed Cook, an Olympic Medallist in 
pole vaulting, coached the team. The players were Ralph Renick, first, 
base, Charlie Mills, second base, Dave Wharton, third base. Bill Brown, 
short stop, Jim Groniger, left field. There was also a Boy Scout Troop 
with Arthur West as leader.

The Boys’ Choir had ten to twelve members. It was financed by Bruz 
(A.I.) Cahill. I asked Bill Brown how Bruz financed it. He replied, “We 

got ten cents for every practice we went to and ten cents for every Sunday 
we sang.”

In the 1930’s, The Rev. Mr. Buckingham built a rood screen and decorat
ed it beautifully with greens. The choir put on pageants at Christmas time. 
Rowena Nelson was Mary in one of these pageants and sang, “Away in the 
Manger.” Tita Biggs and Mary Herron were angels with white gauze dresses.

In June, 1928, there was a luncheon meeting of the officers of the women 
of the Church and the wives of the vestrymen, to devise a plan to pay off 
the Church debt of $13,200. The plan they devised was to secure one 
hundred members to give $100 each, over a period of four years. At the 
second meeting, in July, 1928, a committee of four was appointed: Mr. 
Luther Yaple, Mr. Austin Story, Mrs. Hazel Downs Herron and Miss Mary 
Anderson. To these were added Mr. Howson, Mr. Dennewitz, Mrs. Ada 
Minch, Mrs. Eleanor Cook, Mrs. Clifford Douglas, and soliciting began July 
31. While the plan envisioned paying this debt by the Church’s One Hun
dredth Anniversary, 1934, the drive was actually successful by September, 
1928!

Back Cover; The interior of the Church as it looks today.




	HistorySaxVrsn2
	stpaulhistory
	1959
	1965
	1967, pt 1 of 3
	1967, pt 2 of 3
	1967, pt 3 of 3
	1984, pt. 1 of 2
	1984, pt. 2 of 2




